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NIFESTLIE PROVED, THAT 
REFORMATION AND THOSP 
that ſincerely fauor the ſame, 
are ynjuſtly charged to be encmies, 


vnto hir Maieſtie, and 8 8 22 
the ſtate. 2 


WRITTEN BOTH FOR THEN 
clearing of thoſe that ſtande in that 
cauſe: and the ſtopping of theſclaunde- - 
rous mouthes of all the ene 


mies thereof, . © 
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ZEPHANIAH z. 18.19, 


After a certainetime wil I gather the aſflicted, that were 
of thee, and them that beare the reproch for it:behold 
at that time will I bruite al that affli& thee, and I will 
ſaue her that halteth, and gather hir tliat was caſt out, 
and I wil get them praiſe in al the land of their ſhame, 
At that time wil I bring you again, and then will ga- 
ther you, for I wil giue you a name, and a praiſe amog 
al the people of the earth, when I turn back your cap - 
tivity before your eyes ſaith the Lord, 
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MR Gece Bngignd,( loved in the T 61de) te 
Wit, Peace and proffierity,havenew ofa long time 
{6 be itehed ali eftates A Wong vs forthe moff part, 
chase in Read of our thankfulnelte vnto God, for his 
= gout & vndeſerued bleflings: they have cauſed olit 

and to bring forth moſt ſtrange effe ſts, vnto the dif 
honour ofthe Lords name, the hinderance of his 
truth, the lykelte ruine of his Church, and the generall grlefe and diſs 


* 
6rd bu bee 


couragement of all his children. V Ve knowe wel enough, what kynd- 


neſſe the Lord hath generallis ſhewed vnto our kingdome at ſuch'time 
as We litcle deſerued the fame, and what thankfulneſlt wee haue re- 
payed him again, our practiſe dothevidentlie teſtifie, 


It is not yet manie yeares aboue 30. fince we were matched, yea, and King Philips 
ouermatched with ſtrangers, readie daye and night tv hauetheſame mati age. 


erueltie ſhewed vpon vs, whiche thatproude and bloodie nation the 
Spainyard,doth now the ſecond tyme purpoſe to execute. But our God 


deliuered vs from thatimminent bondage. Tne bleſſing is to be remem 


bred. eſpeeiallie ſeeing the kindenes was then ſliewed vnto our ſtate, 
when not onelye the whole kingdome being moſte ſhamefullie fallen 
from God to the worſhip of deuils, wat ourrgrowne with the weeds of 
Idolatrous poperie and ſuperſtition: but euen thoſeplantes graffed a- 
mong vs by the diuels one hande, were ſo highly accounted off, that 
rather thẽ they ſhould not haue their ful growth in England, they were 
watered withthe blood of the ſaints of God. Behold here, O England, 
thy deliueraunce from bondage. in the day wherein thou didſt deſerue 
captiuitie. and :ooke for an heauier foke, if thou continueſt to be vn- 
thankful, But hat do I ſpeake of this out ward libertie, ſeeing the o- 
ther freedome of the ſoule beſtowed vpon vs at the ſame inſtant, doth 
vtterlie obſcure this — and make it ſeeme nothing in compari- 
ſon. The Lord therefore; that al the glorie of his kindnes towardes a 
rebellious nation might indeede be his owne , and that he — 
require the fruit of thanlefulneſſe at our bandes, together with the go- 


vernment oc hir right excellent Majeſtie, brought vnto vs the ineſtima - 

ble treaſure ot his Goſp ell, which to this day he hath continued contra- 

rie vnto our deſerts, Howe this goſpell was at that time, and nowe is 

receaued among vs, it ſhalbe partlis declared afterward. 

Since the enjoying thereof (ho vnthanktuliie ſoeuer our ſtate hath 
2 ente - 


. tertayred che ſame) ir is well kno wen that in regarde of outwarde 
ce 7 proſp-ritie, this land hath bene in our day es the miracle of al 


The ling domes in the earth. Fot the Lord hath from heauen comman- 
"ded the bleſs ing of outward plentie to be with vb in a that we haue (er 
our handes vnto: and as fer Gurpeaceji hath beene (ſuch as 4 wo nati- _ 
ons haue bene glad to borrow the ſame from vs , which alſo we haue 

bene able to lend vnto them. And although the Lord to teſtify his wrath 

gag ii ſt the abuſe of his bleſſingi hath ſomtimes chaſtened vs vith ſome 
taſte of famine, and threatned diuers times to take awaye our peace, yet 
M henſocuer wee haue had but one dare yeare in all our quarters, hee 
fullie recompenſed the dearth thereof, with the vnexpected abundance 
and plentie of the next. And if you lool ynto our enemies that haue ri- 
ſen vp. either at home or abroad to diſturbe our quietnes, they may bee 
trulie ſaide to come againſt vs one Waye, and to haue fallen before vs 
ſeauen. So thati! within the circuite of heauen, you woulde lee aking- 
dome wonderfullie bleſſed with out ward peace and proſperity, Englad 

| mult be the pattern thereof. And I wouldeto God that this were the 
— = onelie preſident that England doth afforde vnto vs and our poſterities? 
| But alas, it is far other wiſe. For as the Lords bleſſings haue bene mul- 

| t.iolied vpon vs, ſo hath our vnthankfulneſſe augmented it ſeife out of 

N | 4A, mceaſu * the ſtate of religiõ at this day, & ſee hat a gratetul 
cuntrie Englande hath bene vnto hir God. The Lord by the mouthes 

of his ſeruantes, and by his fore · named ble ſſings, hath theſe 31. yeares 

beſought and earneſtly intreated, yea wooed as it were al eſtates amon 

vs, to looke vnto their o ne ſoules to day, wiileit is called to day, — 
to lay a ſure hold vpon him while he may be found, by a thorow recei- 
| uing ofthe Goſpel: together with the m niſters thereof: and by ſhew-= 
1 4. ing k indenes vnto his deſolate houſe. But Nhat hath England anſive- 
red? Surelie with an impudent fore · head The h7 th ſaid: I wil not come 

f neere the holie one. And as for the building of his houſe, Iwill not ſu 
» much as lift vp a finger towardes thatWwork, nay I wil continue the de- 
> (alationsthereof . And if anie man ſpeaketh a worde in the behalfe of 
this houſe, or be waileth the miſerie of it: I wil accounte him an enemye 
ts my ſtate. As for the goſpel, and the miniſteries of it, I haue alteady 
fHetãũed al the Goſpels, and al the miniſte ries that | meane to receaue. 
I haue teceaued a reading Goſpel, and a reading miniſtery, a pompous 
| » Goſpel, and a pompous miniſtery: aGoſpel and a miniſte ry that ſtren · 
> theneth the hands of the wicked in his in1quity, a goſpel and a miniſte- 
iy that will ſtoupe vnto me and bee at mj beck either to ſpeaſte or to be 
mute when I ſnal thinke good. Briefly Thaue receaued a goſpel & a mi- 
> niſterie that wil neuer trouble my conſcience with the ſight of my ſinns 
E:4--/7 -? whichis al the goſpels and al the miniſteries that l meanero reccaue:& 

— | *1[ wilmakeaſucrc hang, that the Lords houſeitIcan chuſe, ſhalbee no 
d otherwayes adified , than by the handesof ſuche men, as bring vnto 
the fo 908475 ſpel and che foreſaid miniſtery. Loe heere Englands 
ankfulncs (beloued) Toral the mercies and kindnes whiche hir God 
— | hath vouchſaved vnto hir. And tell mne in thy conſcience whetherthou 
s ; * thinkeſt thar ſhee liath rendred * according vnto the re warde beſtowed 
2. Cho. $2435 pon hir, who in (@ great a deſylation of Gods ſervice , hath * my 
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ſhewed hir ſelf to be moued with any compuBiion that way. AndTdoe * 


apealevnto thy conſcience, whether I have nottrulie ſet don the affe · 
| ina which all oeres among vs generallte conſidered doe beare vnto 
the Lords pure worſhip and ſervice . In ſp much as if he ſhoulde ſende 
ſome Teremy to Had in our high Wayes, was what ſort ot men he 
could finde within our land, who had in aby thankful manner remem- 
bred the Lords goodenes, by regarding his waſt and ruinous ſanctua - | 
ry, weil hee might meete with ſome one heere and there, as acluſter of | 
grapes after the vintage, that in ſome grate full ſort, acknowledged the 2 
Lords hand towards vs: butſas for the general ſtate either of the ma · 0 
iſtracy, of the miniſterye, ot of the common people, behelde nothing | 
_ els, bur a multirndeofconfpirators againſt God, againſt his truth, a= | 
gainſt the bu'Tdrng of his houſe, againſt his Saints andchildren: and 
conſequentlieagainſtthe Wealth of their one ſouſes, and the publike 
eace and trarquillity of th: whole kingdome, Concerning the com» Our common 
mon Þ: ople, their profanneſſe, impiety, contempt of God and his reli- people. 
gion, and their hatred vnto his children, with al other their wickednes, 
may ſeeme to deſerue ſome excuſe; becauſe they ncveras yet had anye 
meanes to know God aright, for the holy ghoſt may truly ſay of tuem ler. 5. 3.4. 
They ate poore. they are fooliſh, for they haue not knowen the u ay of 
the Lord, nor the judgements of their God . And therefore what mer- 
vell is it, thoughe they have made their faces harder than a ſtone, and 
refuſed to 3 l 5 1 þ 1 | * 
But theſe that would be accounted our Prophetes, and the miniſters | 
of the Sanctuary, have had better meanes to — the wil of their mai - 2 od 
Ker, and therefore juſl & righteous ſhal he be, whenſocuer herewar- * 
deth them with the fruites of their one handes, if they haue broken 
the yoał: of their obedience, and caſte from them the bondes of that 
carefulnes, whereby it behoued them to binde themſelutss, that they 
ſhould not forget the houſe of their God. V Vil you then come vnto 
them, and ſee hat they are ? Alas, you can beliolde heere no other 
ſight but a multitude of deſperate and forlorne Athieſts, that haue put 
the euil day far from tkem, and endeuoured to perſwade their owne 
hartes, that gods holy miniſtery, and the ſauing health of mens ſoules, 
are matters not to be regarded .{You ſhal finde among this crue, no- 47 FX { 
thing els, but a troup of bloody ſoule -murtherers, ſacriſigious church / > # 
robbers, andTuche as haue made them ſelues fattewith the bloude of A 
mens ſoules, and the vtter ruine of the Church. The whole endeuour 
of which curſed generation, ever ſince the beginning of hir Maieſties 
raigne, hathtended no other way, then to maks a ſure hand to keepe 
the church in bondage, that being bound intheir handes, it ſhoulde 
not dare far feare of being mnrthered to ſeeke for liberty Of cheſe 1 
men, contained Mithin tbe nomber of prond and ambitious prelatey, 
our Lord Archbiſhops and Biſhops, godleſſe and murthering Non- rei- 
dente, profane and ignorant wole ſhepheards, or dumbe doggy, +I 
will ſay no more in this place but this. Howlong Lord * juſt & tue, Rexel. 6. 10. 
doeſt thou ſuſſer thine inheritanee to bee polluted and layd waſte , by , Plal.65.2, 
this vncireumciſed generation. O * thou that h. areſt the prayer, ſet the, 
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ſupplicazions which thy children haue made before thee day * ) 
21 ; | Cor 
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„ (forthe removing of this our plague,) be at the length effeQuall In 
13 z thine eares, and with (peed theuſt theſe caterpillers av one man out of 


our Church, and let the memory of them be forgotten in Iſtael for 6. 
„ z Yet. Sobeit Lord for thy ſonne Chriſts ſake, | 


Magiſtracy, Nowitthey who woulde bee accounted the miniſters of the holye 


SanRuary, are found ſo vnanſwerable, both vnto the callings, which 
they would claime vnto them ſelues, and alſo vnto the Lords kynd- 


8 nes ſhewed vnto our Land: it were but folly to demaund what thank- 


fulnes our Magiſtrats and (uch as deale in the execus ion of iuſtice, haue 
repayed vnto — God. For they — luffered themſelues, to bee 
led by the forenamed blinde guides muſt needs ſtumble at that ſtone, 
which is offenſiue vnto their leaders. And therefore hande in hande, 
haue our magiſtracye and miniſterye walked in the contempt of true 
Religion. And the one of theſe hauing vncircumciſed eares, haue made 
that the othercannot hearken, and vnto boththe word of the Lorde, 
(in which they haue no delight) is made a reproche : Inſomuch as - 
36 mong thoſe who deale in the cauſe ot juſtice, there are founde wicked 
ler. 5. 26.27. petſons, as the prophete ſaieth, even wicked lawycrs andjudges(who 
" { ſeemeto know of no other God, but their ovVne gaine, )that lay waite 
for the bloud of Gods ſaints, as hee that ſetteth ſnares, and mark he- 
ther they can heare of any that goe furrher in the cauſe of God, than the 
corruption of our ſtate doth permit. And if they finde any ſuch, they 
know how to vvreſt againſt them, a clavvſe of ſome ſtatute, contrarye 
not onely to the meaning thereof, but even contrary vnto all juſtice & 
{ xquity, yea common reaſon þ ſelfe, and the very groundes of al good 
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— | Lawes,and ſtatutes. Sothagit is now growne, and hath beene of a 

long time a common practiſe bftheſe godles men, to make of the ſta- 
tutes ordained for the maintenance of Religion and common quietnes 
; a pit wherein to catch the peaceable of the land. The common endite- 

mentes of the Lordi true and faithful miniſters for matters of trifles, as 

| the omiſs ion ofthe ſurpliſe, Churching of women, Croſſe in baptiſm 

| &c. docth manifeſtlye witnes the iniquity of theſe Atheiſtes. V V here- 

Lf | by though as the Prophet alio complaineth they are become great, waxẽ 

rich, and growen into fauor with our counſel, and ſuch as beare chiefe 

: | | authority vnder hit Maieſty: yet let them be aſſured they procure vnto 

| 5 /\,-> {| theirſoules, ſwiſt and heauie damnation, without ſpeedye & earneſte 
; „ „ \ Fepentance [and becauſe our counſaile may be truly ſaid to delight in 
„ this iniary and violent oppreſtion of Gods ſaincts and miniſters, ther- 

fore henſocver the Lord ſhal come to ſearch for the ſinnes of Englãd 

Zeph. 1. 13. withlights, as Zephaniah ſayth, he wil ſurelye viſite our counſaile with 

an heauy plague. Becauſe yndoubredly they are froze in their dregs, & 

perſwade their one hartes that the Lord wil do neither good nor evil 
inthe defence of his meſſengers and children . And then ſhal they feele 
what it is to winke at (muche more to procure) he oppreſtion of the 
Churche ot Chriſte . I wil not in this place charge our counſel with 

ler. 5. 28. Tthat which folioweth in leremy,vpon the place: before aledged, name- 
| ly that they execute no judgement, no not the judgement of the Fa- 

6 | { therlcs. But chis I will ſay, that they cannor poſſibly deale truly inthe 
| 8 matter of juſlice bet; veene man and man, inſo muche as they bend al 
7 8 their 
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* thelr forces to bereatie Chriſt leſus of that right, which he hath In the 
— *Fgorernement of his Church, 1 he which yagodly and wicked courſe p14 pronare, 
1 as they haue held on ever ſinee the beginning of hir Malaſties ralgue, , 
bi. ſo at this day they haue taken greater boldnes, and growep more te- 

4 bellious againſt the Lord and his cauſe then ever they Were, An ſom ich 
5 as their Honors in token of theit thankfulnes to him, thIhath exalte 
5A them, dare now charge the cauſe of reformationto be an enemy vut 

our ſtate, and ſuch as tauourthe ſame, to be ynquietand factious me 

diſturbers of the common peacc and quietnes, and ſuwers of ſeditio 
among the ſubie&s, This euil dealing oftheir Honors with the Lor 
truth, and vs that profes the ſame within England, haucenforced m 
to take (ome paines in the writing of this treatile , The hiche in re 
— of mine one weaken: ſſe, and thewaight of the watter, I would, 

aue left moſt willingly, vnto the handling of ſome that had beene of 
greater guiftes than my ſelf, it the cauſe being more depelye charged 
with the former crimes in my perſon, then in any 7 can heat 
off at this preſent, did not require my weak labours and endeuours for 
the clearing of the ſame, from ſo godlefle ard vntrue an accuſation. / 
7 For thefarther vnderſtanidvy, of this particular occafion mouing 
8B me to write, thou art to vnderſtand (beloued in the Lord) that W ith- 
3 in theſe fewe moneths, a warrant vnder fix counſellors hands, hath; 
beene gi: en out from their Honors, and ſent hy publick meſſengers vn 
to al ſuch places of the Land, as ther was an) lykelihoo of mine abode. 
The effect whereof was this Thatifmen haue not hitherto knowne f So Amaſiah 
ſo much, their Honors whoſe names were hereunto adioined: dove aſ- ' chew Amos to 


ſure them of their owne knowledge, that one Iohn Penry, is an ene - , be atraytor. 
mie to the ſtare, and if they haue not taken him for ſuch heretofore, they 
ſhould now take knowledge and information thereof from them, & 
ſo henceforth account ot him. In which regarde they ſhould be ſo farre 
from aiding, conforting, orreleuing ofhim, that if they can by anye 
meanes apprehend or lay hould of him, they ſhal therein do her Maie- 
ſtie good ſervice. 

The names of their Honors, who haue by theſe letters proclaimed 
themſelues to be of their nomber that ſhal lend their ſhoulders to vp- 
hold the k ingdome of darknes, I doe for the reverence whiche Lowe | 
vnto hir Maieſties government conceale, ſaue only lohn Cant. (as he f 
writeth himſelf)whome both in reſpecte of his Antiehriſtian Prelacye 
wy ouer Gods Church, and forthe notable hatred which he bath euer be- x 
bY wrayed towardes the Lord and his truth, Ithinke on: of the diſhono= 
+. rableſt creatures vnder he auen, and accordingly doe account of him. 
Deliring the Lord, if it be his wil, te conuert both him, and al otherthe 
detected enemies of Sion, that their ſoules may be ſaved: or if he hath | 
appointed them to damnation, and meaneth het othetw iſe to be glori- ' 
fied by them, ſpeedelye to disburden the earthe of ſuche reprobate 
caſt- awayes. | | | 

But to returne again vnto our purpoſe, iftheaccuſation wherwith [ 
am vniuſtly charged in the former warrant, reached no farther then my f | 

| 
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owne perſon. it were my di tve in regarde of the quietnes of our ſtare, 
to put it vp: Zut ſeing that it doth not touch me at al, any further ä 
4 | 
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I baue bene an inſtrumett to promote the eanſe of Chrilts governmẽt 
and wholly ſtriketh at that truth, in the defence hereof it pleaſed the 
Lord to vie my weake and polluted hands: I do makeit kao wen vn- 
to the worlde . Firſte chat Tam accounted an enemye vnt o our ſtate, 
for no other ſuſpition and colour, but onely becauſe I haue by publicke 
wiiting, laboured to defend and induce in our churche, that vniforme 
order of church regiment, which our Saujour Chriſt hath ordained in 
his word, to contiaue perpetually therein: and alſo haue endeuored to 
ſeek rhe vtter ruin e and ouerthro of that wicked hietarchye of lord 
Biſhop s, together with whatſoever, corruption dependeth therevpon. 
Nowe that I cannot bee charged of enmitye to our ſtate, for any other 
cauſe than this which I hane expreſſe d: I make it clear, in that my brine. 
ging vp hauing bene al the dayes of my life at my ſtudies, I never as yet 
delt in any cauſe more or leſſe, that any wayes concerneth the civil tate 
and government. And as for attempting any thing againſt hir maieſties 
perſon, I know the diuel himſelf dares not be fu ſhameles as to intende 
any accuſation againſt me in that point. The caſe then being thus ma - 
nifeſt and cleare, that I am thought an enen e to the ſtate, not for in- 
termedling with any civill action, bur only for ſeeking the wealthe of 
. Sion. Ido in the ſecond place make it knowr by this preſent treatiſe, 
that the ſincere handling of this cauſt is ſo far from being an enemye 
vnto our ſlate: that they do notably detect theirimpiety againſt God, 
Ourperſecuters and their enmity tothe kingdom of his ſonne Chriſt , whoſoever they 
are enenũes to be that dare preſime to burden, either the cauſe or the fincere profeſſors 
the ſtate of thereof, with ſo palpable and manifeſt a ſclaunder, And as for the in- 
Chriſts king · iury, that heerein they offer vnto hir Maieſtye, who woulde by theſe 
dome. ſclaunders enforce hir to lay don hir peaceable ſcepter, and to take vp 
a bloody (word againſt hir beſt ſubiects: our bloud (though they never 
haue power to ſpill it) whichthey thirſt after, ſhal in the day of judge - 
ment teſtify tue ſame to their condemnation, except they repent. And 
hir Maieſty, if ſhee giue eare vnto ſuch counſellors is to feare, leaſte in 
| the Lords juſt judgemeni the day maye come vpon hir and hir Lande, 
7 | | (hichin thy mercies Lord remoue far from hir) wherein ſhe ſhal full 
| Enemies to hir bitterly lament and bewaile, that in time ſhe tooke not greater tryall 
Maieſty. of our loyalty, who now are reckened within the nomber of hir moſte 
4 dangerous ſubiedts, So that the iniury by the former vniuſt accuſatiõ, 
Y | | offeredvrto Gods cauſe and ys his people, ſtryketh alſo at hir Maielſſies 
one eſtate And the Lord vouchafe hir an harte to conſider thereof, 
before it bee too late. For aſſuredly thoſe that are our enemies for the 
n of the truth, cannot be hir ſure fiends, whatſoe ver they may 
| pretend. | | | 
— f And becauſe I ſee that we be fallen into thoſe times, wherein Sathan 
worketh the defacing af thewayeoftruthe , and ſupporteth his owne 
| ! kingdome by inſtrumentes of no meane countenanc:: and alſo per- 
1 | ceaue that baſeman beginnethto take ſtiength vnto himſelte againſte 
j | his maker; I haue purpoſely framed my (elteromakeitknowne vnto 
| Satan ani his complices that all their might and power in oppugning 
8 | vs tar tals cauſe is ſpent in vaine. For although the cauſe bee ſtood vn · 
to bi weake and ſiaſul men, ifreſpeR bee had to that which wee are in 
| our 
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our ſelues, I yet let man no that ir the ſtrength of our God, we are 
ſo far from being diſmayed with tie x iſedom, countenance, or p Mer 
of hat ſoeu:t is made of fleſh, that for mine owne part, I car not ſufſi- 
ciently wonder, that any creature dares be fo bold, as to proclaime war 
againſt vs for chis cauſe. And therefore whatſoever enemies the Lorde 
bath raiſed vp againſt me (a contemptible worme,)for the maintenice 
of his rrith, bethey nobteorvnno ble, counſellocs or inferiour men, 1 
am fearing 6 Wer, that the morel ſcethem rage, the 
deri nge e reached vnto me by the Lords free mercies to ſtand 
to that truth, which they raur againſt. And by how much the more l ſee 
them banded againſt the ſonne of God, by ſo muche tie greater hope do 
I concea ue, that the caſe vVherein I ſtand, ſhal get the vpper hande over 
them, whether they wil or not. I beleeue, and therefore I am forced te 
ſpeak theſe things. In the vtrering waereof, as I thank my God, [haue 
a feeling of mine own great wants and imp. rfections: ſo I am not with 
out ſome comfortable aſſurance ofhis hand with me in this cauſe, to 
ſeale hatſoe ver truth l ſhal vtter heerin, according to his word. In re · 
ſpe& wherof, I do warne and admoniſh thoſe counſeilors with whom \ 
and againſt home, eſpeciallj Ideale in this treatiſe, to repentthem of | 
their great inſoleacy, whereby they haue bene puffed vp with Senacha - 
rib to magnific and oppoſe themſclue againſt the caule and people of 1 Ch | 
the Lord of Hoſtes : as againſt the religion and people of ſome of the nh 7 ee 3 r 
gods oftheearth. Otherwayei they are to fearz,leaſt the Lord hauing pn. 2. 5. 
rayſed vp many of them, out of meane places into thethrone of juſtice, 
meaneth to ſhew his power and great name, by making them example ⸗ 
of his fearcful wrathas he did Pharaoh, who wroughthis one ouerf | 
throw asthe * text expreſly noteth: by exaiting him ſelf againſt the pes Exod 
pleofthe Lord. Foraffuredly the Lord wil not forget his churche for od. 9. 17. 
ever, but at the appointed time, he wil break the horne of the wicked pſal. 75. 3. 8.11 
and the righteous ſhalbe exalted. If men wil wonder that wee being 
ſo conteraptible in the fight ofthe World, dare yet beſo bold,as to con 
trole great ſtates and mighty men, and to challenge them of iniuſtic 
againſt the ſonne of God and his members, who wil not lick to bragg 
with Pilate, that they haue power to crucifie Chriſt, and to abſolue hi 
they are to vnderſtand, that we know of no power, but from aboue: 
therefore of no power, that is able to beare out iniuſtice and vrong: th 
hilles of the robbers we grant to be high, and vnaſſaileable in the fight 
of an eye of fleſh: but we haue learned of the holy man, to account the 
habitation ofthe wicked to be accurſed even when he ſemeth to be beſt 
rooted: for we know that the ſteppes of his ſtrength ſhalbee reſtrained, 
i ſel ſhal caſt him downe . And asfor our (clues, 
we confes that ve are but baſe worms, (and we would to God that we 
were lower in our own eyet, ) ſuch as live not according vnto outward ; 
appearance, becauſe our life is hid with Chriſt in God. But yet leaſt me Col. 3.3. 
ſhould take occaſiõ to perſecute vs, becauſe they know not with whom 
they deale, becauſe they are ignorant, whence wee are, or whether wee < 
intend: ſeing by our walking they may truly judge vs to bedeſcended | 
of ſome othet race than themſelues are, and to look for an other dwel- 
ling place than any we can enjoy here. They are to vnderſtand tharwe = \ 


Iohn. 1 9.10. 


Iob. 5. 3. 


ob. 18.7. 
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are borne not of mortal but of immortal ſeede, by che liuelye worde of 
God, and that we arc the ſervants ofthat Lord, who is not aſhamed to 

be called our God. And we are ſo far from hunting after the wages of 
vnrighteouſnes with them, that we freely confes our ſelues to bee but 

pilgrimes and ſtraungers vpon earth: and therefore travell rowardes 
that beavenly city wl. ich cur God hath prepared for vs. Lo be briete, 

| e are the lawtull ſucee ſſors ofthoſe men, who through faith quenched 

H. b the violence of fire, e ſcaped the edge of the ſword. Of weake, were made 

| -lt,34,36 Qs f i | 

| | ong, who were tryed by mockings and ſcornings, yea moreover, by 

bondes and improſonments, who were ſtoned, herven a ſunder, flaine 
with the (word, wandered vp and down in ſheep skinnes, being deſti- 
tute, afflict ed and tormented, and yet in al thete ciſirefſes were more 
th en conquerers through the power of their God. V Vherrwith alſo we 


1. Pet. 1.23. 


Heb. 11 16. 


hope to be aſſiſted, whenſoever it ſhal pleaſe the Lord to give our ene- 


mies leaue to tt our pacience . To conclude, we are thoſe vnto x hom 
the Lord made this promiſe, I wil not fayle thee, nor forſake thee. So 
that we may boldly ſay, tlie lord is nune helper, neither wil I feare What 
mancandoynto me, | 

If then ourcounſellcrs and great men wil not provoke this God a- 
gainſt their owne ſoules, they are to be exhorted before they deale any 
tarther agzinſt the procurers of reformation, to betake them vnto their 
ſecond thoughtes, and acknowlecge their temeritye in lifting vp their 
handes againſt God and thoſe whome hee accounteth of, as the apple 
of lis owne eye. For in fighting againſt v they labor very ſtrongly we 


Heb.13.5.6, 


Zachar. Ss 


grant, to aggravat & haſten their owne damnation, but their purpoſes: 

are they never able to effect. 5 | 

18 I To come vnto you beloved, for whoſe ſtrengthening and comforting” 
| haue eſpeclaily taken paines in this treatiſe, if Gc d hath called any of 


ou to ſuffer for this cauſe,think it an exceding prefermencrhat he hath 
vouchſaued you to be partakers of the afſlictions 1 goſpel , and in 
ny caſe be not diſmaied at y our trobles. The cauſe is proued to be ſuch, 
for the which you may not onely ſuffer with a good conſcience: but 
ſuch as in the defence wherof, you may expect for the affiſtice of Gods 
f | comforting ſpirit: and ſuch, as wherein al chriſtians are bound to ſuf- 


2. Tim, 1.3. 


fer, when they are thervnto ealled. I haue alſo ſhe ed it to be that cauſe, 


which is compaſſed about with a elc ude of wi neſſes, and made com- 

mendab'e and be vVtiful vnto al chriſtians, with the blood of the holye 

Martyrs of Chriſt. The ſame ſpirit which aſtiſted them vnto the end, 

| wil not leaue you in any of your temptations. So that by your prayers 
Obedience, | Youſcek vnto the Lordi for ſtrength, and be careful rolearne obedience 
| by the things which you ſuffer. As we areta!'ght by bis example, who 

| [| by ſufferings was made vnto vs the author of æternal ſalvation. Be th*r - 
Heb. 5. 8.9. fore humbled vnder the hid of your God, & know that you ſtand neĩ · 
| ther by your one ſtrength, nor by the goodnes of that cauſe wherein 
Heb. 1 2.23. 29 Jou ſuffer: but onelye by the aſsiſtance of his ſpirite, who requireth a 
| great care in all his children to pleaſe him in reverence and feare: for e · 

| | yen out God is a conſuming fire. | 
Concerning ſuch of you as the Lord hath not tryed with any affliAis 

F or this cauſe, I beſeech you be not aſhamed ot the chaine of your bre- 

thicn 
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ihren, mourne withthofe that lament for the canſoof God ,\VVhen — 

they are impriſoned , think your ſelues to bein bondes. And I do eſ - 

pecially and aboue al thinges beſtech thoſe that fauor the reformation, 

to labour more and more in the reforming of themſelues and ſuch as be 

long. vnto them. V Ve know that conſidering the ſeaſon, it i: now tene 

to reſt from ſleep. For now is our ſalvation neeret than when we firſte Rom. 

beleved. It might haue bene ſomething tollerable in times paſt for a ſin - 

cere profeſſor, to haue an ignorant, an vnraughte, and à vnreformed | 

family: bur in this cleare light, and in a profeſtion of ſo great ſinceti- Phil. 1. 27. 

ty to contine in theſe ſinnes, is altogether vnbeſeeming the goſpel 1. 1. cor. 1.5.13 
of Chriſt, Long haire, great ruffes, ᷑ lay int out of wemens haire, and Zeph. f. 8. 

ſtrange att re, is N with the vnfruit ful works of darłneſſe Ephel.5. 11. 
of and atoken that the goſpel hath not beene faithfully receaued. And Col. 1.6. 
8 therefore let it be no longer tolle rated among the reformed profefiours 
be. of England. Vow and performe with the holye man Dauid, that you 
. wil ting mercy and judgement, & Walke in the vprightnes of your harts 
; in the midſt of jour families, and if you wil make peace indeede with Iob. 22. 22.23. 
the Lord, follow the counſel of the holye ghoſt in removing iniquitye 
far, nat only from y our ſelues, but alſo from your tabernacles & hou 
ſes. Shew what reformation can do in a whole kingdome,by the pra- 
ctiſe thereof in your o e perſons and families. And that wilbe the 
beſt argument ESirroronfiterhe aduerſary, and to draw the in diffe- 
rent to lyke the cauſe. And as the Lord ſhal giue vnto any of you accefle 
either vnto hir Maieſty, or any oi their Honors, ſo be careful to pro- 
mote this truth.. V Ve haue al of vs (We muſt confes,) be ne ſo carelefle 
and ſecure in theſe points, and therefore it is, that by the j uſte judge- 
ment of God, our Biſhops are at this day ſo inſolegt againſt the trutb. 


And vnles we labour more ſtronglyro haue theſe Cananits rooredout Nomb. 33. 35 © 


13.12. | 


Pſal.111.1 * 
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Dur fides, & ſtil vexe ys as they do at this day. VVhete I ſay that pro- 
3 feſſors ſhould labour ſtrongly, to have ———— and contemptible 
I Idoles rooted out of our Church, m meaping is nt that aa priuage 
«48 ſtrength ſhould ſo much as lift vp A hand, che lefle vſe any violence | 
N againſt theſe eaterpillers: but I meane that we ſhould more vehemẽe 
I labour with the Lord by prayers, and by the reforming ourlelues 
our families, and dealc earneſtly with hir Maieſty & their Honors thay 
our cauſe may be æqually heard. J eee 
My meaning in the former point I thought needful to expreſſe, be- 
cauſe] know what (clanders would otherwiſe be raiſed ne 
the hurt ofthe cauſe by thoſe that are enemies therevnto: whoſe mad 
nes (I doubte not) will ſhortlye appeare vnto all men. And I truſt in 
the Lord, that he wil one day give hir Maieſty a deſterning ey, to judge 
aright between them and vs, and the n ſhal it appeare, whether we or 
they do ſeek the peace and quietyes of hirkingdome . In the means 
time we wil content our ſelues with the eye of our God. Vet one thing 
I would wiſh to be conſidered of by hir right excellent Maieſty, name- 
ly whether it be not an inconvenient ſeaſon when our forraine enemies 
are at the dores, publikly to traduce hir beſte and moſt truſty ſubiect: 
as enemies to hir fl ate. Fot it the Spainyard ſhal heare, that (beſids the 
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pop iſh faction) the fore · wardeſt profeſſors of the goſpelin Englande 
are but her Maieſties half frendes, what wil not the hope of a threfold 
diſcorde in our ſtate moue him to attempt ? I doe therefore feare that 
many of the for wardeſt enemies of reformation, are not the back war - 
deſt friends that the King of Spaine hath in England at this day. But 
leaſt the enemy ſhould deceaue himſelf, with a golden dreame: Iam - 
tomakeit knowen vnto al Spaniards and Spaniſh practilers, that We 
| The enmity arcſuchenemies vnto Queene Elizabeth, as we do not onely pray day 
8 which the tavo and nighte for the ſtate ot hir Kingdome and hir perſon: but alſo wee 
33 reri of reforma are readye to ſtande in the defence of hir royal perſon and right, to the 
tion beate vnto loſſe not onely of our goods and blood, but even of our lyues, and that 
hir Maieſtyand againſt men and Angels, even al creatures without exception . Thus 
the ſtate. much my good brethren, I may boldly ſet down in the name of you al, 
becauſe I know by what ſpirit youare guided. And as for your ſakes, 
nerxte vnto the defence of the truth. I haue takenthis labour in hand: So 
Rom. 15.3 1. I;do with the Apoſtle humbly entreat the Lord, that my ſervice herein 
may be acceptable vnto the Saints throughout England, V Vales & l re- 
land: whometogether with my ſelf: and al the Lords elect, i commit 
vnto his hand, who is able to reſerue vs vnto the day of redemption, 


| Mark the iſſue. 


— 
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TO THE READER. - 


x Anne 12-0112 N M. D. Haddon deliuered in Parliament a La- 

| | _- *. ine boox concerning church diſcipline, written 

in the dayes of king Ed.6,by M. Cranmer, & Sir 
Iohn Check knight & c. This bool was committed 
by the houſe to be tranſlated vnto the ſaid M. Ha- 
don, M. George Bromely, M. Norton, &c. If thou 
canſt good reader help me, or anꝝ other that labour 
in the cauſe vnto the {aid book: I hope ( though 
never ſaw it,) that in ſo doing thou ſhalt doe good 
ſervice vato the Lord and his Church es 
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5 REFORMAT ION NO 
1 enemie to her Maieſtie 
and the State. 


J 


Lrhough it be moſt true, that 
our Saviour Chriſt leſus doth 
vouchelafe vnto nations and 
kingdomes, the fruition & vſe 
of his holy worde and goſpell 
vpon no other condition, thẽ 

82 that all men of all degrees and 
callings, as well high as low, wilbe content to haue 


yet notwithſtanding iris as true, that the ſaid word 
and goſpel of his, bringeth nothing with it that can 
poſſible be an enemie to anye ſtate, eyther priuate 
or publike whatſoever. The which point I take to 
be ſo cleare and manifeſt that no ſtate · men can de · 
ny it, ſaue only thoſe who haue made aleagne with 
the diuell & a covenant with hell, by vertue wher- 
of, they ſtand bound to account the Lord and al his 
holy wayes to be enemies vnto them and their cur- 
ſed proceedings. For no man can pretend the goſ. 
pel and word of God to be his enemie, but he muſt 
needs alſo confeſſe, that he hath bidden defyance 
vnto the Lord of heauen & earth, who accounteth 
himſelfe to be loved and hated of men, according 
vnto the affectiõ which they bear vnto his a word, 
This hatred of God & his word, becauſe th'aduer- 
ſaties of reformation in England dare not _— 

B there. 


All Kingdomes 
are bound to 
framotheit ſta- 
tes according to 
the dðctrine of 
the goſpell. 
Matth. 10.4 
Luk. 12.5152 


2 Luk. 1 2 36. 
loin 14.23.15 
1. John. 2.5. 
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REFORMATION NO ENEMY TO __ 
therefore as a foundation of the whole treatize fol- 
lowing [lay downe this ground, which they them- 
ſelues wil not call in queſtion. Namely: That the 
reformation whiche at this daye wee endevour to 
bringe into our Churche, is moſte vnjuſtly and 
wrongfully accounted an enemie vnto oui ſtate, 
ifit can bee prooved to be a matter approoued 
ff, and maintayned by the worde and goſpell of 


.TIESVS CHRISTE. Wherel would glad- 


ly knowe two thinges ofthem, Firſt whether they 
judge that which we labour for to be according to 
to the worde or no? They mult anſ were, that they 
cannot ſo thinke of it: for if they did, they woulde 


not ſtand againſt vs as they doe. Secondly, if they 


thoght our cauſe to be good, that is, if they thoght 
it to be according vnto Gods word: I demaund of 


them, whether notwithſtanding the goodnes of 


our cauſe, they woulde yet thinłe vs chat labor in 
the ſame, to be enemies vnto the ſtate or no? Wee 
make no queſtion but they haue a better opinion 
ot vs, For whatſocuer they ſaye of the cauſe, they 
can report no otherwiſe of the favourers thereof, 
the of thoſe that haue alwayes ſnewed themſelues 


moſt faythfull and truſtie towards their prince and 
- cuntrie, For although within theſe 31. yeres, there 


haue bin many ſeditious and treaſonable attempts, 


vndertaken againſt her Majeſtie and the ſtate, by 


men of all ſortes and degrees: yet by the goodnes 
ot God it cannot be ſnewed, that any one hath ha 
a hande in any of theſe practiſes and conſpiracies, 
who euei opened his mouth for re formation, or a- 
ny wile fauored the ſame. And as for attempting a- 
ny 


_ CO OC Oo 6 


HIR MAIESTIE AND THE STATE. 


ny vndutifull or diſloyall action in the promoting 
of the cauſe it ſelfe: we haue bene ſo farte from be- 
ing guiltye in that point, that one of Þ moſt ſhaine · O · Bancroft. 
leſſe & moſt impudent ſlanderers that are amongſt 
al our aduerſaries (intending of ſet purpoſe to ſtain 
the cauſe and the fauorers of reformation, with {e- 
dition and treaſon) was enforced to paſſe by vs, and 
to ſuffer the venime of his lying and ſlaunderous 
tongue to light vpon our brethren in the kingdom 1 
of Scotland, which he would neuer haue done, if 
with any couler he could haue faſtened his ſlandc- 
rous vntruethes vpon vs the profeſſors of his own 
cuntrie. So that if we could diſcharge our hands of 
 trheczuſc we defend, we doubt not but our aduer- 
ſiaties themſelues would pronounce us guiltles of 
all diſloyaltie againſt our prince and cuntrie. 
Y Seeing then it is cleare, that reformation is ther- 

fore accounted an enemie vnto our ſtate, becauſe 
it is ſuppoſed to haue no grounde in the worde of 
Cod: and ſeeing the fauorets thereof are thought 
to be turbulent men, not fur anye thing that in a 
good matter they haue ſeditiouſly attem ptedʒ but 
inaſmuch as they labor to promote a cauſe, that of 
it ſelfe is an enterpriſe daungerous vnto her Maje- 
ſties crowne and dignitie : we are for the clearing 
of the one and the other, to ſee whether the ende- 
uors of thoſe, who deſire to haue the Churche of 
England otherwiſe reformed then hithei to it hath 
bene, be ſuch, as they require nothing in that whol 
worke, but onely that whiche the worde of God 
commandeth to be put in execution. The whiche 
courſe it they be founde to take, then alſo _ 0 

f Q - 


= by retormation es, but theremoving of all thoſe vnlawfull callings 
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REFORMATION NO ENEMT TO 


follow, that neither they, nor the cauſe maintained 
by them, can withany couler be accounted enmity 
F-f vnto the kingdome wherein they liue. 

£ And here if I ſhould demaund of the moſt that 

conde mine both vs & the cauſe wherein we ſtand, 

what that is, which is ſought to be reformed in our 

Church, l dare be bolde to ſay, that there is not one 

—— equa"! amongſt ten of them, that knoweth whether it be 

uctſaries are. blacke or white that we would haue. Wherein they 
dio not onely ſhewe themſelues, to weigh the moſt 

precious and weightie jewell vnder the ſunne with 

A moſt vn- eauen hande: but alſo (if we beleeue the 
. Pet. a. 2. holy Apoſtle) to claim inheritance in p wages ofvn- 

righteouſnes, inaſmuch as they ſpeake euil of thoſe 

things which they know not. I he which courſe if 

they ſtil holde on, the ſame Apoſtle telleth them, 7 

they ſhall periſh through their owne corruption. 

To the ende thenit may appeare what that refor- 

mation is which we ſeeke for, and which theſe men 

do account the enemie of our ſtate; ii is to be vn- 

«har we mean derſtood , that by reformation we meane nothing 


which are maintained in our Church and miniſte- 
rie, contrarie vnto the reuealed will and written 
word of the Lord our God, and the reſtoring ther- 
vnto of all ſuch offices and miniſteries, as the ſame 
God vnder the paine of his heauie diſpleaſure, te- 
quirerh to be planted in his church, when or wher- 
ſocuer hee raiſeth fit men for thoſe functions. To 
ſpeake more plainly, by reformation we mean, firſt 
the rooting out ofour Church, of al dumb and vn 
preaching miniſters, all nonteſidents, Lord Arch- © 


iſhops 
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biſhops and biſhops, commiſſaries, officials, chan- 
cellors, and all the reſt of the wicked offices that de · 
pend vpon that vngodly and tyrannous hierarchie 
of Lord Byſhops, together with their gouernment, 
and whatſoeuer maim, deformitie or want there is 
in our Church by meanes of them & the ir places, 
Secondly, by re formation we meane the placing in 
euerie congregation within England (as far as poſ⸗ 
ſiblie able men can be provided) of preaching pa- 
ſtors and Doctors, gouerning elders, & miniſtring 
Deacons, with whatſoeuer health, comlineſſe and 
good order, the Lorde by the faythfull labours of 
theſe officers would haue brought into his church. 
And theſe are the onely matters that we meane by 
the reformation of our Church. The which cauſe 
in both the parts therof, is made ſo juſt and quall 
by the word of God, that the promoting of it, can 
bee accounted the diſturbing of no ſtate that hath - 
not determined with it ſelfe to maintaine the king- 
dome of Sathan ang hisprerogatiue. For the word 
of God makethit out of controuerſie, that neyther 
the expelling of dumb miniſters & L. Biſhops, &c. 

Churchs, nor the inducing of Paſtors, 
Doctors, Elders and Deacons into the ſame, can be 
burdened with any thing contrarie vnto the wel 
fare of princes and common · wealths, vnleſſe they 
wil alſo charge the Majeſtie of God with theſame 
accuſation. And here we appeale from our aduer- 
ſariesto the word, & are content eyther to be con · 


demned or acquited by the Judgement thereof, v- 


* 


pon whoſe Judgement alſo, they dare not but pro - 
feſſe themſelues to telie. 5 
; 3 Firſt 


The deſire of re 


moouing the 
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Firſt then we holde it intollerable, that the holy 
miniſterie of the worde and Sacraments, and the 
charge of ſoules, ſhould in our Church be commit- 


dumb nuniſte- ted vnto ſuch men, as are no more able to teach vs 


rie no vnduti- 
full attempt. 


* Math. 15. 14. 


luk. 6. 69. 
Matth. 9. 36. 
mark. 6. 34. 


Matth. 9. 34. 


what belongeth to the pute worſhipp of god, then 
can many a childe of ſixe yeres old. And we would 
know whether by the worde we may be accounted 
for this poſition, to bee enemies eyther vnto our 
moſt deare prince, or vnto our molt louingcuntry? 
What doth it determine in this mattet, are wee 
thereby acquited or condemned for this our aſſer- 
tion? Surely acquited : And that by the voyce of 
the Sonne of God himſelfe, who openly declareth 
that the miſerie of that people is vnſpeakably pi- 
tifull, where the blinde leadeth the blinde, who 
alſo by his owne* example, hath taught vs what 


compaſſion we ought to haue of our brethren, hat 


are ſcattered as ſheep without a ſneepheard, hauing 
none to leade them, nor feede them in the way of 
æternall life. And therefore is ſo far from diſliking 
this care of ours towardes the ſaluation of our bre- 
thren & cuntrimen, that he hath enjoyned vs, when 
we ſee our brethren thicke and threefold to fall in- 


to the ditch of blindnes and ignorance, and ſo into 


the pit of æternall wo & de ſtruction, to pray vnto 
the Lord that he would taiſe vp meet guides, who 
may leade his people in the true and vpright waye 
that leadeth vnto life. Before we go any farther, be- 
hold here how the caſe ſtandeth betweene vs and 
our aduerſaries, and judge vprightly, Our Sauiour 


Chriſte I ES VS teacheth vs tobe mooued with 
pitie an d compaſſion, when we ſee the blinde lead 


the 
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the blinde, and our owne fleſhe periſhe for want of 
the true knowledge of God. Weſcethis lamenta · 
ble ſight in our land euery where, & we may heare 
the blood of ignorant ſoules crie day and night in 


the eares of the Lorde, for juſte vengeaunce to bee 

povrred vpon their blind leaders, and ſuch as main - 
taine them. What ſnall we do in this caſe? ſhall we 

not be touched with any remorſe at all? Fatre be 


itbut we ſhould. We are therefore mooued there- 
with, and as chriſtian duetie bindeth vs: we doe 
ende vor both by our prayers vnto the Lorde, and 
by our petitions and ſuits vnto our Majeſtrates, and 
euerye other way that become Chriſtians, to haue 
theſe murtherers remooued, and to haue thoſe pla- 
ced in their roomes, who bring with them, & faith» 
fully execute this gteat and high cõmiſſion, wher- 
of the Apoſtle ſpeaketh in the perſon of al true mi- 
niſters. Now then ate we Embaſſadors for Chriſt, 
as though God did beſeeche you through vs, we 
pray you in Chtiſtes ſtead, that you be reconciled 


2,Cor.z. 20. 


vnto God, But what ſay the aduerſaries vnto vs, 


for the performing of ſo neceſſarie a duetie. Verely 
their cenſure is, that in ſo doing we are enemies vn- 


to the ſtare, We reply vpon them againe, that the 


word of God doth eleare vs, of their vnjuſt accuſa- 
tion, which doth not ſo much light vpon us, as vp- 
on the worde and docttine of the ſonne of God. 
or they that condemne the diſciples of ſedition, 


for practizing that whiche their maſter enjoyned 


them, muſt needs paſſe ſentence againſt the maſter, 
as a teacher of ſeditious doctrine. And therefore 
we are ſo far from being moued with the 8 

| | | | ea; 


* 
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| dealing, that we wiſh them whofocuer they be, to 


1 giue eare vnto the inditement which the Pſalmilte 
l. 15.19. 20. frameth againſt them in theſe wordes, [You haue 

giuen your mouthes to euill, and with your tongs 

you forge deceit, Vou ſit and ſpeake againſt your 
brethren, and you haue ſlaundered the ſonnes of 

your mother. You haue encouraged your ſelues in 


* 
1 pſal. 54, 5. |; | | 
14 a wicked purpoſe, and common together howe to 


lay ſnares priujly, and ſay, who ſhall ſee, You haue 


| taken craftie counſellagainſt the people of p Lord, 
[ pfal.83.3. and conſulted againſt his ſecrete ones.] And be- 
cauſe they muſt needs confeſſe themſelues guiltie 
of this accuſation in euery point, therefore we doe 
alſo aduiſe them, by true and ſpeedie repentaunce 
to betake them vnto the Lorde, leaſt as it is in the 


Wil \ : Pſalme ¶ He teare them in pieces, and there be none 
Nt TFP ui. 50. 13 that can deliuer them.] And we entreat them that 
Wilt — |. a⁊re in authoritie, to weigh the ſtate of the peopl: 


of this land with the worde of God, and then we 
doubt not but they ſhall ſcethe motion of remoo- 
ning the dumbe miniſtery out of our Church, and 
the planting of careful teachers, to be the beſt piece 
of ſeruice one of them, that euer was attempted 


* G » 
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of the pure worſhipp of God, and to remooue the 
condemnation both of the bodies & the ſoules of 
men, be thoughta ſeruice worthie to be vnderta- 
ken. For alas, by meanes ofthe falſe and loytering 
guides, which haue kept out the true and painfull 


1 ſpace of 3 i. yeares, continued at that miſerable ſtay 
- in our kingdom, that in the moſt congregarions, not 
| . of 


vnder their gouernment. If to redreſſe the wantes 


watche · men, the ſeruice of God hath nowe for the 


wy % 
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ol miſerable Wales and Ireland onely, but euen of 
England it ſelf: we want not ſome neceſſary mem - The lamentab'c 
bet, but euen all the vitall partes, as the heart, lyfe· „ 
| blood, yea and ſoule of true religion: namely, the 
word preached, euen the very ſeed. without which 
men can neyther be begotten vnto, nor nouriſhed 
in the hope of æternall bliſſe and happines. Again, 
by reaſon of this deſolation of our Churche, the 
= moſt of our people within all our provinces,wan-+ 
dering as blinde men inthe darke, know no means 


eyther how to yeeld the Lordeany part of his true 


worſhipp, or howe they ſhall be ſaued in the day of 
wrath. Here yout Hh. of hir Majeſties priuie coun- 
= ſell, who profeſſe your ſelues aduerſaries vnto re- 
formation, and therefore vpholders of our ignorant 
miniſterie, are cited before the tribunall ſeate of 
God, and required in his name, to conſider the in- 
jurie that you offer vnto his Majeſtie, both in the 
maintenance of theſe blinde guides. & alſo in your 
proceedings herein; for both which, you are ſure 
one day to be called to a reckoning. Firſt by main · 
tayning theſe idoles, you countenance and mayn- 
*Z tainetheruines, defectes and profanation of Gods 
2X . trueſeruice, together with the damnation of mens 
ſoules. Secondly, your proceedings in the mainte- 
nance of the blooddie cauſe, is ſuche, as vnder the 
profeſſion of true religion, I thinke the like hath bin 
gſeldome ſeene. For you thinłe it a ſinall matter for 
vous, thus to bereaue the Lorde of his true honor, & 
to lend your authoritie, might and power vato Sa- 
than, to vphold ignorance and blindnes, vnles alſo 
as a teſtimonie of your — £08: this * 


— 
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ble way,you do account of them tharſeckto bring 
you into a better courſe, as of the profeſſed enemies 
of yuur ſtate. Theſe accuſations I knowe, are grie- 


5 | 3 uous to be laid to the charge oftheſe Counſellors, 


1 who through Europe haue the name to be furthe- 
108 rers of Gods glory & the ſaluation of mens ſoules: 
But they are ſuch as if l prooue them not moſt true, 
let my blood wipe away the ſlaunder which I haue 
vndutifully rayſed vpon the rulers of my people: 
| Here the worde of God is to be approched vnto, 
2 Sg out of the which we are to learne, what true wor- 
ſhip and ſeruice they can yeeld vnto God, & what 
hope of ſaluation they can haue, who neuer enjoy- 
— ed the word preached. 

Concerning the true worſhip of God, we are to 
knowe, that the worde who alone is to inſtruct vs 
therein, make ih two ſorts thereof, The one inward 
and the other outward. The inwarde worſhip,isthe 
worſhip of the ſpirit, when the heart and the ſoule 
is by Gods ſpiritſo directed, that in trueth and ſin- 
ceritie it yeeldeth tothe Lord, the worſhip whiche 
he requireth according vnto his word. Of this wor- 
ſhip our Sauiour Chriſt ſpeaketh vnto the woman 


— 


The true wor- 
flip ot God 
tyWoteld. 


of Samariah, lohn 4. 23 24. [The houre commeth 


ſayth he, and alreadie is, when the true worſhip- 
pers ſhall worſhip the fatherin ſpirit and trueth, for 
the father requireth euẽ ſuch to worſhip him, God 
is a ſpirit, and they that worſhip him, muſt worſhip 
him in ſpirit and trueth. Without this inward wor- 


1 ſhip it is vapoſſible to be ſaued, and without it no 
b ; þ 1 

5 ſeruice can be acceptable vnto God. But although 
= thisinwarde worſhip be the fountaine whence the 


Out- 


„ Sb es 


1 
5 
8 


1 


One"? " i Bo e r . " eee 8 2 n n 0 N 0 e ” 
be EE ee ine Ar ns We ago ln fn a au WEN bf x Wy HE l n A 
. n W 1 bes at TR gt nn 4 WE. PR, + +, 3. MS eo" 
2 N EN ro he VV. . CI x I gs. EY 9 * 5 Say N 8 
4 - * 1 p . <4 8 . ws aw. 
- * . . N w 


. 


of ee e 
N pA 


Ws, 


e W 2 . ee 
5x * W W n 
3 FE ENF oy . 
* 6 * o w * I 
4 


Fl 
NY 
0 
ah 7 
4 
* 
= 

* 
bs 
2 
* as. 
. 
* 
by 


HIR MAIESTIE AND THE STATE. 


ward that is in tructh dotłꝶ᷑ flowe and proceed: yet 
is the inward no otherwiſe ordinarily wrought in 
men, then by meanes ofthe outward. So that cuen 
as the outward is neuer truly acceptable vnto God 
but when it proceedeth from the inwarde,cuen fo 
is the inward ordinarily found in none, ſaue onely 
in thoſe wherein it hath bin begotten by the mini- 
F ſteric ofthe outward. But this inwarde worſhip in 
l ſpiritand trueth, is not in the power of man togiue 
or to take away at his pleaſure, but the Lorde muſt 
and doth vrorłe it, when & where he pleaſeth, yet 
neuer ordinarily but by meanes of the outward, 
The true outwarde worſhip of God then, is that 
alone, whereby as by the ordinarie inſtrument or dach 
meanes the Lord hath appointed to beget,nouriſh "* 
increaſe and continue the inwarde worſhip of the 
bſcoule and the ſpirit, by the which the Lord is to be 
ſerued in ſpirit and trueth. This outward worſnip ĩs 
¶ſuch by the ordinance of God,as men may be truly 
ſäide, either to hinder or to promote the ſame, and 
by the hindring or promoting hereof, they may be 
judged to hinder ot promote both the ſaluation of 
fthemſelues and others, and alſo the in ward worſhip 


*, * Vat 
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of the ſpirit either in themſelues or in others. And 
buy the affection that men beare herevnto, the Lord 
dot trie their loue and alſo their hatred towardes 
him àꝭ his glory. This worſhip although it be out- 
ward, yet is it of that nature, as they who are parta- 
lers hereof, may according vnto the word expect 
for the preſence of Gods ſpirite, whenſoeuer they 
= a — the Lord therby.Otherwiſe if it hath 
not this promiſe of the ſpirite annexed vatoit, it is 
0 2 but 
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but a rudimentof the world or of the fleſn, & there- 
fore cannot be any thing forthe furthering ot men 
in the worſhip of God. =" 2 
4 This outwarde worſhip,or this outward meanes 
| toſcruc God truely and ſincerely, conſiſteth of two 
| 7 partes or ordinances, according vnto the twofolde 
1 cnd forthe which the Lord hath appointed the ſaid 
b - outward worſhip of his. The firſt part hereof, is that 
ordinance whereby the Lord hath appointed, not 
2 only to beget fayth in men, or to engraffe them in» 
„ to Chriſt, but being engraffed to builde and ædiſie 
11 255 them fot warde. as liuely ſtones of that holy temple, 
1 whereof Chriſt leſus is both the head & the foun- 
| + dation. Thisordinance of God, appointed both to 
beget & to ædiſie faith, is onely the word preached 
Wi The ſecond ordinance wherein the ontwarde wor- 
1100 ſhip of God conſiſteth. is contained in thoſe cxerci- 
0 ſes of religion, which the Lord ordained onely for 
Wt . #dification, and were neuer appointed to begett 
Fl. |  fayth. By ædification I meane whatſoeuer concer- 
„ neth our furthering in the worke of our ſaluation, 
1 begun in vs through faith by the worde preached. 
Wt Vnto this ſecond part, we are to referpublike pray 
| 4 ers, ſinging of Pſalmes, reading of the ſcriptures, re 
= =D ceiuing of the ſacraments, and adminiſtring of the 
I Maoy thinges Church cenſures, &c. All which are effectuall to æ- 
=dific, which dification , but not to the begetting of faith : For 
were neuer 2P” that is onely wrouglit by the word preached, with- 
1 get lapth. i cot. Out which alſo, publike prayers,linging of pſalmes, 
04 4: i 7.cphel- &cyare ſo fruſtrated of the end, va. the ædiſication, 
4 a for the whiche the Lordehath ordained them, as 
they cannot poſſibly ædiſie any aright, ſaue onely 
| theſe 
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theſe who haue learned the right vſe of them b | 
thepreaching of the word, & in whoſe hearts fair 
whichis the ground-worke, wherevpon the whole 
building of gods ſeruice muſt be planted, hath bin 
begotten by the ſame word ordinarily. And theſe 
holy ordinances of god, to wit, prayers, receiuing 
of the Sacraments, ate ſo farre from ædifying theſe 
people, who haue not bene inſtructed in the right 
vſe of them by the worde preached, that vnto ſuch 
they are nothing els but a ſealed booke, and pro- 
4 ceeding from ſuch, they are nothing els hut pollu- 
tion in the Lordes ſight. For no ſetuice can beac- 
ceptable vnto god, but that which proceedeth frõ 

 fayth, For without faith it is vnpoſſibſe to pleaſe 
God. | 15 

No then according vato that which hitherto 

hath bene ſpoken, let your Hh, weye what ſeruice 
your people throughout N Majeſties domini- 
ons for the moſt part, can yeUd vnto the Lord, and 
how they ſtan ꝗ in the hope of ſaiuation, and conſe- 
quently how carefull you haue bene of theglory of 
god and the ſaluation of his Church. Your people 
you will ſay euery where, haue had theſe 31. yeares 
the vie of publike prayers, ſinging of Pſalmes, rea. 
ding of the Scriptures in their owne tongue, they 
haue further enjoyed the ſacraments of baptim & 
the Lords ſupper. Be it ſo, but what ĩs all this? Can 
theſe thinges going alone without the word prea - 
ched. be any thingefſeauallto tharworſhipinſpt- 
rit and trueth , which is the onely ſeruice that the 
Lord regardeth, and without which , all exerciſes | 
of true religion are but ſwines-blood W 

A 
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Majeſtie? Or can they bee anye thing forcible to 
worke the ſaluation of your people. Queſtionleſſe 
you ſee that they cannot. For they are ordained of 


god, not to lay the foundation ofthe ſpirituall wor- 
ſhipp, but as meanes to ædiſie and build vpon, the 
foundation being laid. They are ordained youſee 


alſo, not to go alone, but to accompany the word, 
without the which they are fruitles and to no pur- 
poſe, Nay though it were poſſible that without the 
word they could worke ſome #dificarionin men, 
yet notwithſtanding they were neuer appointed to 
beget men into the hope of æternall life. For. rege · 
nexrate fleſh and blood they cannot, becauſe they 
were onely appointed to ędiſie thoſe whome the 
word ſhould beget. So that men may all their life 
time enjoy theſe exerciſes of ttue religion, and yet 
be far from the outward meanes whereby the Lord 
requireth himſelfe to be worſhipped in ſpirit and 
trueth, and whereby the ſaluation of their ſoules 
ſhould be wrought. And though your Honours 
ſhewe youre ſclucs neuer ſo greate fauourers of 


reading the worde, publikeprayers,&c, which in 


themſelues are acceptable to God; but among our 
people for the moſt part, abominablie profaned: 
yer becauſe you maintain thoſe to outcountenance 
the preaching ofthe worde, and to be polluted by 
ſuch men as ought not to deal with the holy things 
of the Lord: Vou are no otherwiſe accounted of in 
his ſight, then the profeſſed enemies of that pure 

worſhip in ſpirit and trueth (wherein alone he de- 
lighteth) the maintainers of the profanation of his 

ſeruice, and aduetſaties ynto the ſaluation of his 
3 95 Church 
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Churche. And what other account I belecche you 
can he make of you, which dare prelume to platte 
him out the perfection of his ſeruice , and appoint 
him a way to ſaue his people according vnto your 
'Z ownepleaſure, He hath ſet down in his word, that 
2X without faith it is vnpoſſible to pleaſe him, and ſo 
that without faith it is vnpoſſible for men to wore 
ſhip him in ſpirit and ttueth, and come to æternall 
life. In this point I hope you will not gaineſay his 
Majeſtie. He goeth farther, and manifeſteth the or- 
dinarie meanes to beger fayth and ſaluation, to be 
onely the word preached. And therefore requireth 
the Cs of all thoſe that would not be guil- 
tie of neglecting his honour, to promote theſaide 
preaching of his worde. Herein you oppoſe your 
ſelues vnto him, & reply againe, that he muſt needs 
prouide himſelfe of newe ordinances, or els he can 
neither in this life be worſhipped in trueth of your 
people, nor glorified with their ſaluation in the life 
to come. For vnleſſe reading of the worde, publike 
Proyers the profanation of his ſacramentes by the 
polluted fingers of moſt ignorant men, can worke 
all that he requireth, he can haue no meanes inthe 
moſt congregations within the dominions of Eng- 53 
land to be purely worſhipped,and to gaine himſelf 
a name, by the ſauing of the diſtreſſed ſouls of men. 
And you are ſo reſolute with the Lord in this point 
that you proclaime all them to bee enemies vnto 
your ane, whoſoever dare open theit mouthes in 
is cauſe againſt your vnaduiſed reſolutions. So 
that whatſocuerfauour your Honors pretend vnto, 
ſome part of the true ourward ſeruice of his Is 
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ſtie : yer inaſmuch as you lende your whole force 
to maintaine and keepe in the Church, the reading 
idol miniſterie, which you may know wel inough, 
can neither beget faith, nor any true ædification in 
your people, and by whome the Lorde accounteth 
himſelfe & his ordinances to be profaned: the ve- 


ry trueth is this, that you ſtand at this day guiltie in 


his ſight, of the defects, ruines and profanations of 
his worſhip, and alſo of the vtter vndoing of many 
a thouſand ſoule within England. And I do not ſee 
what you can alledge for your defence, except you 
will joyne with that notable ſeducer of your peo- 
ple, the Arch. of Cant. and affirme, eyther that ſal · 
uation may be wrought in your people by hearing 
the word read, or that reading is preaching. But alas 
theſe figge leaues, are ſo far from ſtanding you in a- 
ny ſtead, when the Lorde ſhall enter into arecko- 


ning with our land, for the ſmall care that our go- | 


uernours haue had in furthering his ſeruice, that his 
wrath will be kindled againſt our ſtate, almoſt for 
nothing more, then becauſe that both theſe errors 


ned therein, and alſo as atoken I thinłe of our ha- 
tred vnto the Lord and his goſpell, ſuch a detected 
enemiĩe vnto the goſpell as he is, hath bene promo» 
ted vnto one of the higheſt roomes at the counſel 
table, to the ende, as the maintaining of his procee- 
dings do witneſſe, that he mi 


ies dominions. 

Well, he ſaith that men may be faued by hearing 
the word read, as by the ordinarie meanes. If it be 
not ſo, wo be to him that euer he was borne, whoſe 
| practiſes 


tbeaſcourge vnto 
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HIR MAIESTIE AND THE STATE. 
pfractiſes theſe 20.yeeres almoſt haae tended to no 
bother ende, then to maintaine this damnable etror 
ol his. For if men cãnot be ſaued by teading, where 
ſnall he ſtande, which hath brought vpon himſelfe 
che guiltines of ſo many ſoules, by filencing ſo ma- 
ny faythful e eee planting readers in their 
ſtead. And therefore I doe not ſo much blame him 


for framing his corrupt judgement according vnto 
XZ theruleoft — drackles. For it his vractiſe 
were contrarie vato the light of his knowledye, 
then hath he a more fearfull account to ket 
hath quenched the 8 of his vnderſtanding to 
the ende he might with leſſe remorſe, raue againſt 
the Majeſtie of God. But his blindnes cannot make 
'Z others inexcuſabſe, that willingly follow after ſuch 
l leader, & therefore let vs ſee what the word ſaith 
vnto this aſſertion. | | 
The Apoſtle Paul affirmeth, that ſeeing the world 1 Cor. 1. 24. 
dy wiſdome knew not god in the wiſdome of god, e ondhate 
ii pleaſed god by the fooliſnneſſe of preaching. to mean. to ſa- 
ſaueas many as belecue : Will you then haue aſal- "TT 
nation that is by fayth whiche you muſt haue, or 
none at all. Surely the Apoſtle tels you, that it plea- 
ſeth the Lorde to worke this no otherwiſe in the 
hearts of men then by preaching, which vnto the 
worldly wiſe men is but fooliſnnes, but vnto vs that 
are ſaued, it is the wiſedome of god, and the power 
of god. Even as thẽ we can expect no ſaluation but 
that which is apprehended by faith, ſo can we not 
hope to haue this ſauing fayth wrought in vs by a. 
ny other meanes then by preaching, For the Apo- 
e ſetteth downe in * many 
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Rom.10.14. às belecue,arclaucd by the means of preaching. A · 
gaine, how ſhall they call vpon hien, ſaith the ſame 


Apoſtle in another place, in whome they haue not 
belecued: Now ſnal they belieue in him, of whom 
they haue not heard e Howeſhall they heare with- 


outa preacher. Beholde then, if we will ſo heare a 
wee may beleeue, the Apoſtle telleth vs that this 


muſt be the hearing, not ofa readet but of aprea- 


cher. If then this ſeducing ptelate cannot make 


ood a ſaluation which is to be obtained without 


by no other hearing, then by the hearing of a prea · 
cher, as the Apoſtle telleth: then alſo it kane 

tothe ſhame and confuſion of all erroneous decei- 
uers, that he cannot juſtifica faluation wrought in 
mens heartes by any other ordinarie meanes, then 


by the word preached. But he will here object, that 


the Lorde may ifit pleaſe him, worłe faith in mens 
hearts without pr 


That is as if he ſhonlde 
ſay, that thę Lord is ſo powerful, as when man wil 
not inſtruct by meanes, he can teach his elect with· 

out mearies. Who euer denied this ? Or what ĩs 


this to prooue his wicked aſſertian. The queſtion 
eſpecially where 


is not what the Lorde can doe, 
meanes is not o be found. For in ſuch 


we do 


not vſe, to tye the omnipotent wer ol the Lorde, 
within the bounds, no not of his own ordinances, 
but the point in controuerſie is, what that way and 
ordinarie meanes is, whereby the Lorde hath de- 
creed to worke a auing faith in the heartes of his 
ihe ordinate meancs been 


prea- 
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preached,or the word read, The ſpirit of God you 
lee teacheth vs, that that ordinarie way and means 


s preaching. The Archb. of Cant teacheth it to be ©) Feadingen. 


reading. Nowe whether ot the two, ſnall hir Maje- Gyeth he pag. 


570. Yea, and 
ſomerimes pre- 


ties people beleeue:Surely let the Lord be true, & 


let ſhame & confuſiõ couer the faces of all his enc. vaileti more 

mies & namely of this wicked prelate, whois not 
afftaid in expreſle termes to giue the lye vnto the 

xz Majeſty of God. For the which madnes ofhis, how 

| — * hee may be in our kingdome, lam 
ure t 


than preaching. 
pag 374+ 


F hatthe ſentence, without his vnfained 
taunce, is long ſince decreed againſt him, that be 


* ſhalbe the leaſt in the kingdome of heauen, And 


a farther judgement which is 


i God had not blinded bis one eye, as a token of 
1 keto fall vpon him, 
he might baue ſene long ſince, that j Apoſtle Pe- 
ter attributeth the worke of mens regeneration or 
new bith, and ſo faith and ſaluation vnto the word 
pieached and not read. For ſo he writeth. Being 
-þ — (ſaith the Apoſtle) notof mortall, but * 23.25“ 
ol immortall ſeed by the worde of God, which y- 

uveth and endureth for euer, and ors theworde 
= (fithhe)whichis d amon | 
But what can he ſee, who hath v — ſo ba- 
ded himſelfe (and laboreth to wrapp others] inthe 
Wo _ darknes)as _ __ male men beleeue that he 
s ofjudgement,t meaning of the Apoſtle in 
fſaying, How can they beleeue without a preacher, 
is as if hee ſayd, how can they beleeue withoura 
reader: Formbat els doth he-affirmethen this, in 
& cheth reading to be preaching cannot deni rea- 


ders 
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dcrsto be prechers. And here is al the light which = 
tlie Lorde hath lefte in that darłe vnderitanding of 

his, which is juſtly made bruitiſhe, inaſmuch as it 
hach blinded it ſelfe, to the end (as I ſaid) he might 
with the leſſe compunction, or gnawing of his con 
ſcience fight againſt God. But let him and all his 
maintainers know from me, that he who ſpared not 
the Angels, that had ſinned, but caſt them downe 
into hell, and deliuered them vnto chaines of dak. 
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| nes, to be kept vnto the damnation of the great day, 
. | is able to make this bruitiſh man an example vnto 


all thoſe that hereafter ſhall tread in his vngodly 
lteps,cſpeciall ſeeing in theſe things, which natural- 
ly he inight know, he (as Iude ſayth) hath corrupted 


| himſcltc. For if there had bene no ſctipture to haue 
if inſtructed him, yet very natural reaſon might haue 
\M taught him, that reading and preaching are of that 
Wl: + diucrs nature, that in common reaſon, the one of 
Wilts them cannot be the other. For I pray you, who is ſo 
4 F ſimple burknoweth bythelight of nature, that the 
15 preching that carieth ſaluation with it, which he af- 
t firmeth to be reding,is another maner of work the 


can be lerned by the induſtrie of man ina moneths 
labor. And yet behold,ſuchis the preaching which 
this mi hath framed vnto vs in bis writiags, wer- 
by the Church of England ſhould be ſaued, that an 
vnlettered man comming from the plough, might 
in one moneths ſtudie be an able preacher, 
and wa _ 8 3 
tor if reading be preaching (as th) yea an 

luch a — bs is able to beget — ala 
on, which alſo he affirmeth, chen alſo doth Oo 
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both that an able reader is an able preacher, and al- 
ſo that anye man enjoying the benefite of his ſen- 
ſes, may in onemoneth, be made an able miniſter 
of that great and admirable worke of mens ſoules. 
The conceit wherof, is ſuch an indignitie vntothe 
Majeſtie of God, and to the miſteries of true religi- 


on, as a greater cannot be offered. And is this al the 


thanks, that we in England gĩue vnto the Lord. for 
the fruition ofhis goſpell? Or is this all the com · 


mendation that true ier hach deſerued at our 


hands? to be inade fatre baſer then any of the com · 
mon crafts of the world. Well, the Lord ſeeth this 
vile injurie offred vnto his goſpell, and the mini- 


ſterie thereof, and in his time will recompence it. 


Concerning this abſurde and ſenceleſſe errour, I 


will aye no more at this time: But firſt, that if the 
father hereof, to wit, the Archb. of Cant. had liued 


in ſome of the former ages that imbraced the truth, 
he had bene commended vnto poſteritie, as a dete- 
ſtable forger of errors; amõgſt the nomber of theſe 

rnicious hereticks, that haue endeuoured to ob- 
fans the light of the ttueth. Secondly, that itma- 
keth the miniſters _ forthe ſpiritof viterance, 
and his care in his lu ie, to be altogether needles 
& ſuperfluous matters. And ſo this man hath found 
out ſuche a methodicall kinde of preaching, as the 


might en vnto him, to the end he might bold 
ly open his mouth, to publiſh the ſecrets of the goſ-· 
pell: & he further chargeth Timothie, to take heed 
vnto learning and to continue therein, for in ſo do - 
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= of God neuer thought off. The Apoſtle Paul 
deſiret the brethtẽ to pray for him, that vtterance 
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ing hee ſhoulde both ſave himſelfe and thoſe that 
heard him, But this godleſſe man, that indeede hee 
might ſhewe himſelfe not vnlike that ſonne of per- 
dition, of whoſe bodie and kingdome, by vertue of 
his Antichriſtian prelacie, he is alſo a limbe and a 
member, preſumeth to enter into the Lords chaire, 
and to create newe ordinances for miniſters to bee 
guided by, in publiſhing the myſteries of the goſ · 
pell. But though he be like to continue as he is, vz. 
a deceiuer that waxeth worſe and worſe, deceiuing 
and being deceiued, as the holy ghoſt ſayth: yet it 
concerneth your Hh. to turne ouer a new leafe, Se- 
ing your conſciences muſt needes tell you, that if 
you followe his damnable errors, you are alſo to 
feare leſt you be pertakers ofthe judgements, that 


are likely to be faſtened vpon him, and al thoſe that 


delight to hide the truth in vngodlines. And ſeeing 
the ſeruice of the Lord, together withthe ſalvation 
of mens ſoules, is by meanes of this dumb miniſte- 
rie, at ſuch a miſerable ſtay among vs, (as hath bene 
ſetdowne)it wil be your duties to take thele things 
more to hearte then as yet you haue done, and to 
ſeeke the redreſſe ofthem. 

For our owne parts, the defectes of Gods religi- 
on being thus lamentable in our land, and the ſouls 
of our brethren with pitifull cries requiring our aid 
and aſſiſtance, we cannot in conſcience denĩe them 
the remedie that we are able to miniſter : namely, 
the painting out of their miſerie, and the meanes 


howe to be deliuercdtherefrom. And aſſutedly, if 


weſhould holde out peace and winke at theſe cala 
mities, the ſtones in the ſtreate, woulderiſe vᷣp in 
1 judge» 


HIR MATESTIE AND THE STATE.” 
judgement againſt vs. Wherefore alſo , your Hh. 
may accuſe vs to be dangerous ſubjects as well, be- 
cauſe we are not without chriſtian affections as for 


that you ſee vs mooued with pitie at the ruines of 
Gods houſe, and the likely damnation of ourcun- 
trimen. For ſuch is the opperation of Gods ſpirite 
in his children, that they ate altogether voyd ofthe 
aſſuraunce of æternall life, yea without God in the 
world, whoſoeuer are not mooued with grieſe and 
ſorow, whẽ they ſee either the ſeruice of their God, 
or ſaluation of thoſe with whom they liue not to 
be regarded. Vnles then you of hir Majeſties coun · 
| fall, woulde goe about to quenche the motions of 
Gods ſpirite in the heartes of hir Majeſties people, 
you cannot charge them with any euill practize a- 
gainſt the ſtate, for laboring the rooting out of this 
dumb and ignorant miniſterie, whereby as you ſee 
the Lordes ſeruice is moſt wretchedly profaned, aæ 
the ſaluation of his Churche moſt cruelly hindered 
and withſtood, Nay as your Hh. would ſhew your 
ſelues to haue anye ſparke of Gods ſpirite in your 
hearts: ſo you muſt be carefull to joyne with vs in 
this worke, wherein indeede you ought to be our 
foreleaders. For otherwiſe (neuer deceue your own 
hearts) there is not a man of you that can poſſibly 
be ſaued. Weye the ſpeech my Ll. for it coacernes 
you as much as the price of your ſoules is worth. 

l ſay then, that the enmitie which in this point wee No Nlaation 
bear vnto the ſtate of England is ſuch, as vnles you vrotben —— 
that are of hir Majeſties priuie Counſelljoynewith ofthe Lows 
vs in the ſame, you cannot poſſiblie ſce the face of ö & 
Chriſt to your comforts. The reaſon hereof Nome theirbrerbren, 
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there is no ſaluation vnto thatſoule, wherein Chriſt 
lleſus doth not remaine and dwell by his ſpirit, as 

1. Cor. 13.3. the Apoſtle teacheth vs in theſe wordes, Prooue 
your ſelues(ſaith he) whether you are in the fayth 

examin your ſelues, know you not that leſus riſt 

| is in you, except you be reprobates. Eyther then a 

It reprobate heart, or an heart poſſeſſing Chriſt Ieſus. 

#8 _ NownyLL lappealevntoyour conſciences,whe- 

| ther you thinke that Chriſte can poſſiblie dwellin 

_  thoſcheattes,whoare not both grieued at the dam- 

nation of their brethren , andthe miſerabledefor- 

mities ofthe ſeruice of God among the, & are with 

4 all ceadie euery way that lieth in them, to preuent 

| the one, and to let forwarde the other, What? can 

_ Chriſt be there where there is not adeſire, &area- 

dines to labour, that the glorie of God may ſhine 

vpon earth, by the ſauing of periſhing ſoules, & the 

ſetting vp of the ſincere honor of the Lorde? Vout 

bi. conſciences lam ſure, muſt needs beare witneſſe to 

| the contrarye. For to denie this, werenothingels, 

but to make the ſpirite of Chriſte in his childrento 

be pitiles of the wofull eſtate of ſuche ſoules, as for 

anyething they knowe, were ordayned to life,and 

182 c.nre leſſe in ſeeking the glorye of God, in his pure 

3 worſhippe. 

What is the concluſion then, ſurely that youre 
| Hh.muſt either manifeſt yourſelues, to be of their 
—D number, for whome theblacknes and terror of the 
N | greate daye is prepared, or els you muſt joyne with 
is the reſt of the ſaintes of God within hir Majeſties 
; dominions,nat onely in mourning for the wantes 
| Tbs of true religionamong our people, Ty 
7 that 
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that enſueth thereof, but alſo in labouring moſte 
earneſtly to finde ſpeedie meanes for the curing of 
ſo deadlye a wounde. Vou ſee then howe the caſe 
ſtaadeth betweene the Lord, nay, between your 

ſelues, and your owne ſoules. The day will come, 
when all thoſe whoſe ſinnes are not forgeuen, and 
iniquities couered by Chriſt leſus, ſhall drinke of 
the — wyne of Gods wrath. And you ſee that 
Chriſt wilbe a couering vnto none, ſaue onely vn- 
to thoſe, in whome he dwelleth by his ſpirit : and 
more-ouer, that his ſpirit cannot be in them, who 
are not mooued with the diſhonor of his name, & 
the deſtruction of men. The Lord waracth you of 
thule things, and requyreth of you, that altnough 
for the loue of his Majeſtie, and the mercies both 
outward and inward which hee hath & doth offer 
to heape vpon you, you cannot bee mooued to te- 


gard his ruinous Church, and wofull people: yet, 
that you would be ſtytred fore warde here · vnto by 
the care which you are to haue of your own ſoules. 

It is a fearetull thing to fall into the hand of the li- 
uing God. Vengeance is his, and hee will recom- 
pence it. Wherefore as you woulde not drynke of 
the dreggs of that bitter ep of his indignation, de- 


clare vnto the world, by the ſpeedy remouing of 
this dumb miniſtery , and apoynting faithfull tea» 
chers in their ſtead, that the Lorde hath not in ttris 
age placed ouer England, a coũſell of men that are 
careleſſe of his ꝑlorie, cruell towardes the people 
committed vnto their charge, and conſequentlie, a 
counſel of men that are without God in the world, 


fed with honor and promotion againſt the day of 
CC laugh - 
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ſlaughter. Men that are ſo far from reſpecting the 
hond ur of their God, and the #ternall ſalvation of 


men, that they are altogether without natutall afſe- 
ction towards the good of their owne ſoules. For 


aſſuredly my Ll. whatſoeuer good opiniõ you may 
haue of your ſelues, and yourowne proceedings: 


the Lorde and kis Churche both in this age, and 


alſo among poſteriry, ci make no other reckoning 


of you , than of thoſe that liued without the true 
God in this worlde, as long as you ſhall. bee found 
vpholders of the ignorance which raygneth amog 
your people. Where- vpon alſo you ſhall one day 

y expeiience finde it to be true, that b«caule the 


ſauing ſpirite of God neuer came neete your harts, 


to worke a ſorrow and a mourning therein, for the 


ſpirituall iniſerie of your due & counuiemen: 
your being heere vr on 


you made no other vſe o 
earth, thẽ to prouide for your ſelues, an exceeding 


meaſure of plagues and torments, that may endure: 


vpon you for euer and euer. You ſee it cannot bee 
otherwiſe: for, to be without compaſſion towardes 
the miſerable diſperſion of poore ſheep that wan · 
der without a guyde, is to be voide of Chriſt Icſus 
and his ſanctifying 2 vnto the want wheieof 
there is joyned no thing els, but finall damnation 
both of body and ſoule. ä 

Wherefore good my Ll. ſuffer the words of ex- 
hortation to enter into your ſoules. Ihe Lord is my 
witnes that! you not vnto you, without the con- 
ſideration and reverence due vnto your places. It 


pityeth me to ſee thecaſe wherein ye ſtande before 


the Lord: for ſurely ye cannot (as I haue layd) po- 
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ſiblie be ſaued,ſolong as you hold on your courſe 
in conſenting vnto ignorance and blindnes. There 
is nothing but judgement merciles vnto thoſe that 
deferre their turning vnto him. Deceaue not your 
ſelues the, for as I ſhall anſwere before the Lord, in 
the fearefull day of judgemẽt, l haue ſer before you 
the way of life, & the way of death. Chuſe life ther- 
fore that you may liue, which you ſhall neuer doe, 
except you do ridde your hands of the defence of 
this peſtilẽt miniſtery, & cõſecrate thẽ to make vp 
the breaches of Gods ſanctuarie. Where you ſee, 
how little beholding ye are vnto thoſe wicked men 
5 are your Chaplains, who haue neuer made your 
eſtates knowen vnto you. You mayjuſtly acconut 
thoſe vngodly flatterers, to be the greateſt enemies 
you can haue. For they are guiltie of your blood. & 
ſerue you almoſte for no other vſe, than to haſten 
Gods judgements vpon you. But their guilte and 
uniſhment ſhall not delyuer you in the daye of 
wrath, for the ſoule that ſinneth ſhall dye the death 
And therefore nowe that the light is made knowen 
ynco you, let it not be your condemnation, that * 10ha 3. 1. 
light comming among you, yet you loued darke- 
nes more than light. 
Well hetherto it appeareth how wre ngfullie the 
fauorers of reformation are charged with enmitye 
vnto our ſtare, for laboring to haue the dumb mi- 
niſtery rooted out. | | 
The next bane of our Church are nonre ſidents, won-refdency, 
whereof all our LI. Bb. are guilty : the whichcor- 
ruption is ſo great, that l do maruel with whatface 
n can be tolerated in a Chriſtian ſtate. And _ 
2 ore 


— 


Rom. 10. 14. 


1. Cor. 9.16. 
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fore I make no queſtion whether the ward of God 
makech it lawfull for vs to endeuour that no ſuche 
vilanie be heard off in Iſtaell anie more. The dumb 
Miniſter though intollerable, hath yet ſome colour 
of his ſinne, becauſe vnder the name of feeding he 
ſtarueth the poore (heep.. But the bloodie non · re- 
ſident hath no cloake to hyde his vilanie: for he is 


ſo out of meaſure become impudent in his ſinne, 


that he dareth make an open profeſſion of murther 
This ſinne whereof the Papiſtes them ſelues haue 
long ago bene aſhamed, hath ſo kindled the wrath 
of God againſt our kingdome, that I feare he wilbe 
no otherwiſe pacified towards vs, than by ſending 
a {word through our land, which may reuenge the 
blood of innocent ſoules, which theſe 31. yeares 
hath bene ſpilt lyke water vpon the earth, by mea- 
nes oft heſe profeſſed murtherers, and that vnder 


the profeſſion of the goſpell. 


Though I preach, ſayeth the bleſſed Apoſtle, I 
haue nothing to reioyſe of: for neceſſitie is layd vpõ 
me, yea and wo is vnto me ifl preach not the goſ- 
pell, This is ſpoken in the perſon ofall true mini- 
ſters . But our non-reſidents haue diſpenſed with 
this neceſſitie, by meanes of their degrees of their 


Chaplain- hipes, and of their faculties. And as for 
the woe denounced againſt them, they haue a di- 


ſtinction at hande wherewith to delude that curſe: 
which is, that although they cãnot be contiuuallie 
reſident at euery one of their charges, yet they are 
not all the yeare lightlye abſent from all of them. 
And although they do not continually preache at 
neyther, yet they are not alwayes idle, but at ſom- 
| tymes 


HIR MATESTIE AND THE STATE, 


tymes they doe preache, either vpon their ov:ne 
charges, or els abroad, wheie occaſion is offered. 
Now in their abſence they do not prouide fo euill 
for their people, but that contrarye to the expreſſe 
will ofthe Lord, * they place others in their ſteade 
to take the ouerſight of the Sanctuary. And when- 
ſocuer they are abſent from all their bencfices,it is 
not without ſome reaſonable cauſe : for at all ſuch 
tymes they attend citherin the Count, in the Vni- 
ueiſitye, or are otherwiſe neceſlarilie beſtowed in 
their private or publick affaires. And as for the ly. 
bertie that one man ſhould haue manyebenefices, 
it is neceſſary for the encouraging of ſtudents, and 
the encreaſe of able men to withſtand the common 
aduerſary. By all which ſpeches oftheirs, we ſee to 
our grief, the words of the holy Apoſtles to be ve- 


»Ezek. 44 ts. 


Looke T. C. 
admo. pag. 25 
29 


rified in our wofull tymes, viz. That in the Church Ler. 18.1. Tim. 


of God there ſhould be mockers in the laſt tymes, 


\ 


which ſhould walke aftertheir owne vngodly luſts, 


having their conſciences burned with an hore iron 


menof corrupt minds, deſtitute ofthe truth, which 
thinke that gayne is godlineſſe, But I maruell what 
theſe mockers will auſwere vnto the holy Ghoſte, 
who commandeth thatthey who labout not, muſt 
not eate and ſneweth that it is required of the mi 
niſters of Chi iſt that they be founde faithfull. And 
I marucll hat they wil aunſwe re vnto the Apoſtle 
Peter, by whom they are enjoyned, as they would 


receaue the incorruptible crown of glory. whe the 


i 


great ſheepheard of the ſheep ſhall appeare, ro feed 
the flock of God, that dependeth vpon the, caring 
for it, not by c6ſiraint, but willingly , not for filthy 

- 3 lucre, 


1. Tim. 6. 5. 


2. Theſ. 3. io. 
1. Cor. 4.1 2. 


1. Pet. 3. 2, 3. 


: 1. Theſ. 2. 10. 


AK. 20. d. | | 9. 


Math. 26.26. 
It they haue no 
talents they are 
Idols, and no 
Miniſters. 
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lucre, butof a readie mynde, not as thoughe they 


were lordes ouer Gods herrtage, but that they may 


be enſamples to the flock. And I do wonder, what 
they will aunſwere vnto the diligence which the a- 
poſtle Paule vſed in teaching the people with who 
he was conuerſant, whoſe exam ole al the miniſters 
of Chriſt ar bound to follow. You are witneſſes, & 
God allo ( ſaieth th: Apoſtle) how holilie and vn- 
blameably we behaued our ſelues among you that 
beleeue, as you know, how that we exhorted you 
and comforted, and beſought euerie one of you as 
a fatherhis children, that you would walk worthie 
of God, ho hath called you vnto his kingdom & 
glorie. And againe in an other place: You knowe 
(ſaith he) from the firſt day that came vnto Aſia, 
after what manner l haue bene with you, at all ſea- 
ſons ſeruing the Lord with all modeſtie, and with 
manye teares, and temptations: which came vnto 
me by the lying await of the lewes, and how that [ 
kept nothing backe, that was dale , but haue 
ſhewed you and taughtyou openly, and through- 
out euerie houſe. Well, whether theſe curſed inoc- 
kers will ſcorne at theſe godlye examples and la- 
bours of the bleſſ:d Apoſtles, or no: & goe about 
to anſwere the matter by their childiſhe vnlearned 
diſtinctions, it is not greatlie material. Of this I am 
aſſured, that as vnto al thoſe places they haue not a 
woord to anſwere according vnto truth: ſo eſpeci- 
allie will they be dumb, when the right vſe of theit 
talents (if they haue anie) are requyred at their 
handes. And let all non reſidents, and eſpeciallye 
theſe tyrannous atheiſts or Prelates (I meanc) vn- 


derſtand, 
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derſtãd, that if they will needs be rulers ouer gods 
houſhold, they ate bund to giue the Lords tanulie 
theit meate in due ſcaſon: yea, and to continue in 
teeding of them vniill the comming of their mai- 
ſer, that when he commeth hee may finde them ſo 
doing. Other wiſe if lyke euill ſeruants they ſhall 
ſtill continue to ſay in their hartes, that theit may - 
ſter doth deferte his comming, and ſtill continue to 
ſmytetheir fellow ſcruants, much more to pyne & 
ſta rue them, their maiſter will come in a day, when 
they looke not for him, & in an houre, hen th 

are not aware off, and becautc in that daye hee 
findeth them not ſo doing, as the holy Ghoſt ſpear 
keth, that is, becauſe ly ke faithfull ſervants hee 
findeth them not diſtributing vnto their fellow es 
their meate in due ſeaſon, hee will cut them off, 
and giue tl;em their parte with hypocrits, where 


ſhall bee weeping, and gnaſning of teeth. And this 


will betheir reward, | 
As for you my Ll. who winke at all the abhomi- 


nations of theſe tyrannous murtherers, and ſnewe 
not your ſelues mooued with the diſhonor where 
with they ſtaine true religion, & the miſery which 


they haue brought vpon our Church, the Lord bee 
mercifull vnto you. For l ſee no way for you, but 
as you allow the wicked courſe of theſe m, ſo you 
ſhall be partakers of their heauie damnation. And 
as you cannot waſhe your handesfrom any of the 
bloode that is ſpilte in our Churche, becauſe your 
eyes haue ſeene it, and eyther ſhewe no diflyke 
thereof, or maintaine the ſame: ſo of all other the 
murtheis committed vpon the ſoules ofmen with- 
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in England, you are maſt guilty of this, whereof the 


non · teſident is che butcher : becauſe a great parte 
of this cruelty is comitted in our Church by your 
meanes: for this is the ſinne wherevnto you giue a 
cõmiſſion, and vnleſſe ye delyuered the ſword into 
the hands of theſe bloody tyrants, their ſlaughter 
would not be ſo in vie among vs. For wheras ma- 
ny could not otherwiſe be qualified (as they cal it) 
to haue moe benefices than one: you know ihat io 
be Chaplayne vnto a noble man, or to the moſt of 
our Counſellors, if not vnto all, giveth a full liber- 
tie vnto this cruell and vnnaturall laughter. Inſo- 
much as you bring this bloode vnto your houſcs, 
and are notonely acc eſſaries there - vnto, bur prin- 
cipall offenders therein. Whatſocuer then your 
Hh. will doin other points of the reformation of 
our Church, it is plain, that you can no longer ſuf - 
fer your places to be a couerture vnto this — in 
your godleſſe Chaplaines, except you would haue 
the Lorde and his Church to beare witnes againſt 
you, that you haue conſpired againſt the blood of 
your countrimen and people. 1 5 

And as your Hh. are bound in the ſight of God, 
to waſhe your hands from the maintenance ofthis 
ſinne in your fore named ſeruantes, that in a good 
conſcience you may teſtifie before the Lorde and 


ſay, Ourhands haue not ſpilt this blood where of 


our Chaplaines are guilty, neither haue our eyis 
ſcene it: So alſo are you bounde to deteſt both the 
fame, & all other the impieties, that raygne in our 
Church, by meanes of theſe wicked Prelates, and 
their gouernment. Whoſe very callings are ſo di- 

ve rectly 


HIR MAIESTIE AND THE STATE; 
realy againſt the word of God, that poſliblie they 
cannot ſtand in the Church of Chriſt, without the 
intollerable oppreſſion therof: and the impeaching 
of vrhatſoeuer liberty almoſt, the Lorde hath lefte * 
vnto the ſame in his worde. And when I conſider 
the great iniury that is offered vnto the Lorde and 
his Church by meanes of this wicked Hierarchie, 
and vhatſoeuer dependeth therevpon : I cannot 
but thinke ita ſtrange matter, that the oppugning 
of ſo intollerable a corruption ſhould bee hardlye 
thought off, much leſſe accounted vnſufferable in 
a Chriſtian ſtate. For theſe corruptions of LI. Arch- - 
"biſhops, & Biſhops, Commiſſaries, Archdeacons, 
Chancelors, &c. were altogether vaknowen in the 
Church of God, vntill the kingdome of Chriſt fell 
in the ages bypaſt to decay, and Sathan in the ru- 
ines thereof, began to laye the foundation, of that 
monarchie of his, wherein Antichriſte atthis d aye 
doth beare rule. That theſe thinges maye bee the 
better vnderſtood, and that it may be made knowẽ 
whether the otfices of Archb, & Bb. with the reſte 
of that ſtampe: belong vnto, and had theit begin- 
ning ffom the kingdome of Chriſte: or els, ſprang 
vp when Sathan began to lift his hand for the ere- 
ing of Antichriſts throne, and ſo appertaine vnto 
his gouernment: we are to conſider what is meant 
by the kingdome of Chriſt , in the decay whereof 
weaffirmed theſe offices of Archb. and Bb. to haue 
had their original & beginning. By the kingdom of 
Chriſt then generallie taken, we vnderſtãd that te- 
giment and ſuperioritie, which the Lord leſus hath 
aboue all „ are either in heauen or 
5 in 
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in earth, not ſimplie as hee is the ſecond perſonin 


trinitic, God aboue all, bleſſed for euermore, but as 
he is the ſonne wanifeſted in the fleſh, Chriſt god 
and man, and ſo the head of his Church. In reſpect 
of this regiment of his, the worde of God ſpeaketh 
of his kingdome a. maner of wayes: ſiiſt it waketh 
the ſame to be everlaſting: ſecondlie it conſidereth 


olf it as it is tempotatie and to remaine fora tyme. 


Luke. 1.31.31. 


In the former reſpect it cannot poſſible any wayes 
decay. Of this æternall kingdome of his ihe Angell 
Gabriell ſpake vnto the holye Vitgine Marie, after 
this ſon: Thou ſhalt conceaue in thy wombe, and 
beare a ſonne, and ſnalt call his name leſus. Hee 
ſhall be great, & ſhalbe called the ſonne of the moſt 


* bigh,& the Lord God ſhal giue vnto him the thron 


1. Cot. 25. 24. 


Mat. 2. 19. 
Reuel. 1 9. 16. 


& 17. 14. & 
9.6. 


of his father Dauid, and hee ſhall raigne over the 
houſe of lacob for euer, and of his kiugdome ſhall 
be none ende. Concerning the latter regarde of his 
Lingdome, the holy Apaſtle Paule writeth in theſe 
wordes. T hea ſhalbe the end, when he hath drlie 
uered the kingdome vnto God, euen the Father, 
when he hath put dovyn all rule and authority, and 
power: for he muſt raigne vntill he hath put all his 
enemies vnder his feete. Where the Apoſtle ſpea- 
keth of thekingdome of Chriſt as it is temporarie, 
and to continue only vnto the day ofjudgement & 
no longer. Nowe this temporarie regiment of his, 
is alſo of 2, ſeuerall conſiderations. For the worde 
ſpeake th of our ſauiour Chriſt and his gouernmẽt, 
either as he hath all power in heauen and earth cõ- 
mitted vnto him, and ſo he is called the Lorde of 
Lords, the king of kings, & the prince of the —_— 
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ofthe earth, becauſe hee is Lorde of all kingdomes 
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and common wealths, todiſpoſe and rule them at 


his pleaſure, euen as he is man, or els it conlidereth 
his government as he which is the head ruleth his 
bodie vvhich is the Churche heete vpon earthe, by 
certaine offices and miniſteries, which hee hath ap 
pointed robe in his bodie, to wit the Church, for 
the gathering together of his Saints, tor the worke 
of his miniſterie, and the edification of his bodie. 
la both theſe regards, he is ſaid in the day of judge- 
ment to deliuer the kingdome vnto his father. For 
whereas now, as he is Lord of kingdomes and c6- 


Epheſ. 4. 12. 


mon vealthes he ruleth by the ciuill Magiſtrate, & 


otherwayes by his power, even in the mideſt of 


his enemies: he ſhall in the daye ot Judgement put 
an ende vnto this regiment, when all his enemies 


are put vndet his feet and fo deliuer the kingdome 


vnto his Father. Again, becauſe in the day of judge- 
ment when we are all mert together, wee (hall not 
ſtand in neede of anie ædiſic ation, & ſo the meanes 
thereof by rhe preaching of the word, the admini- 
ſtration of the ſacramentes,&c. ſhall ceaſe, the go- 
verament of Chriſt alſo, as far as it is performed by 


theſe meanes ſhall ceaſe, And ſo in this reſpect hee 


is ſaid to deliuer the kingdome vnto his father. For 
after that day, hee will no longer governe and rule 
vs which are the members of his body by meanes 
as he now doth: but he which is the Lamb, being 
in the middeſt of the throne of God, ſhall immedi 
atlie governe vs by himſelf, and bring vs to the liuc- 
lie fountaines of waters. 
Now the kingdome of Chriſt being taken N this 
2 latter 


WY ES TE 

5 1 Taz = 3 3 » 

E 

* * 3 RN „ 5 

r : k * * 
n 


Looke Reu. 7. 


17. & 11.23. 


13. & 33,3 


REPORMATION NO ENEMY TO 


latter ſence,for that government of the Church or- 
dained vnder the new teſtament, wherby he which 


is the ſonne being manifeſted in the fleſhe, to tale 
vpon him the regiment of his owne houſe, doeth 
nowe from heauen by the operation of his ſpirite, 
guide and governe his Church, isſuch : as no part 
thereof muſt be adminiſtred by any offices, or offi- 


cers, ſaue onely by thoſe, whome in his worde he 


hath apointed therevnto. The which caſe ſtandeth 
vpon ſuch manifeſt grounds of æquitie and iuſtice 
that their madnes is apparantlie wicked, who goa- 
bout to attempt the contrarie. For ſeeing no office 
can haue anie place in the kingdome and bodie of 
Chriſt, viz, the Church, which is not a* member 
thereof: and ſeeing our Sauiour Chriſt hach not 
left his Churche vnperfect, but abſolute and com- 
pleat of all hir members (otherwiſe he ſhould bee 
an vnperfect builder of his houſe, and far more vn- 
peifecte than Moſes is ſaide to bee, the contrarie 
wherof is teſtiſied of him in p word ) the enterpriſe 
is intollerable, that anie man ſhoulde adde of his 
owne invention vnto that which is moſt perfect: & 
wherevnto that which is added being impertinet, 
mult needes be altogether a burthen vnprofitable 
and noyſome vnto the bodie . Becauſe our Saui - 
our who is the head of his bodie giueth lyfe onely 
vnto the members of his own appointment & ma- 
king: inſomuch as if you go about to bring into his 


kingdome & bodie, thoſe officers which were not 


ordained and apointed in the word of God to bee 
therein: you bring in theſe things that appertaine 


not vnto the kingdome of Chriſt, 


. Nowe 
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HTR MAIESTIE AND THE STATE. 

Nowe according vnto theſe grounds, let vs ſee 1 hb. arg vb. 
vnto what regiment theſe offices of Archb. and Bb. doe net belorg 
do belong, whether vnts the gouernmer:t of chriſt amg C 
or vnto the kingdome of the beaſt. You ſee, if they 
apertaine vnto the Chuich of Chriſt, that they wer 
ordained members thereof, in the written worde e 
will of God. Heere then we will not be the judges, 
let our aduerſaries ſpeake the-ſclues: whether their 

offices be apointed in the new teſtamẽt or not, for 
therin muſt they be mencioned, ifthey belong vn- 
tothe kingdome of Chriſt, and are the members of 
his bodic. What wil their anfwere be in this point: 
Sureliethey muſte confes, that from the beginning 
of the new teſtament vnto the latter end of it, there 

is not a word ſpoken of Ll. Arch b. and Bb. So that 
whenſoeuer, ot by whomeſoeuerthey had their o- 
riginall, they haue it not from our Sauiour Chriſte 
and his word. Becauſe he hath ordained no mem- | 
bers of his bodie, and no offices of his Kingdom, 
ſince the When worde ofthe newe teſtament was 


. 


penned. Whervpon we muſt needs conclude, that 
they belong not vnto his kingdome. Naye, wee go 
further and ſay, that Ll. A rehb. and Bb. are ſo farre 
from hauing their callings warranted by the word, 
that their vetie names, much more their offices, are 
by the ſame made deteſtable and odious vnto the 
church, as ſhall preſentlie appeare. As for their cal- 
lings the corruption thereof is ſo great, that they & 
the puritie ot the goſpell together with the liberty 
of the church, cannot ſtand together. 5 
Concerning the puritie of the Goſpell, their cal- 
lings pollute the ſame 2. maner of wayes, and in- 
3 fringe 
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fringe the libettie of the church by as many. Firſte 

they will bee Miniſters , and civill magiſtrates too, 

that is, they wilbee minlfters of the kingdome of 

Chriſt, and the kingdome of the world all at once. 
Whereby they declare vato vs, that they thinke it 

Nat. 10. 24- not ſufficient to bee as their * maiſter was, who af. 
icha 18. 36. firmed his king dome not to be of this worlde: that 
is, that he was not manifeſted in the fleſh, to inter- 
medle with the execution of civill functions: but 

to be tuler of a kingdome, that conſiſteth in an o- 

ther manner of gouernment and dominion than 
the kingdoines of the world doe. Whoſe example 
in this paint, all his true miniſters muſte needes fol · 

lowe, vnleſſe they will make a ſhamefall defection 

from their maiſter, vnto home (being heere vpon 
earth) though he were the lord of all his creatures, 

it had benevnlawfull,to haue taken vpon him the 

function of the civill magiſtrate. And therefore we 
lchn. 6.3. teade that when the multirude woulde haue made 
him king, he withdrew himſelf out of the way, be · 
caule that hee was not ſent hyther to deale in anye 

thing, but in the worke of mans redemption: and 

ſoifas a Magiſtrate hee had intermedled with the 
diſpenſation ofcivill things, he had not contained 
himſelf within the limites ofthat calling, wherevn- 
to he was anointed with the oyle of gladnes aboue 
his fellowes. Not that the calling ot the Magiſtrate 
being Gods ordinaneris a thing vnlatvful in it ſelf, 

but that the Lord hath ſo apointed, that hee which 

Z to be the miniſter of the glad tidinges of the goſ- 

4 pell, cannot be che miniſter of civill jaſtice and ex- 
ecution. By reaſon that theſe two ordinances of the 
ma- 
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MIX MATESTIB AND THE STATE. 
magiſtracie & miniſterie, though proceeding both 
of them from the Lord, do yet flow from him in a 
diuerſe conſideration and reſpecte. For the ciuill 
magiſtrate is the Lords liuetennant and meſſenger, 
in reſpect that the Lord is gouernor and ruler of all 
his creatures, and eſpeciallie of men: and thereforo 
hath apointed the civill magiſtracie, to keepe them 
in that out ward obedience, which he requjreth at 
their handes. Now the miniſter is the Lordes mel: 
ſenger in an other regarde. viz. In reſpecte that the 
Lord offereth peace and reconciliation vnto men, 
if they * beleeue and obeye his goſpell. Vnleſſe * Ther. 1.9. 
therefore we would make the Lord, tobetheRe- 
deemer of mankinde, in that reſpect that hee is the 
Creator and the gouernor thereof, & ſo confound 
che decree of the gouernmẽt of the creatures, with 
the decree and ordinance of mans redemption, we 
cannot without the breach of the Lords holy will, 
confound theſe two callings together. And ſurelie 
by how much the work ol mans redemption from - 
the æternall wrath of God, is more excellent, than 
the worke ofthe creation and government of the 
creatures: by ſo much the more deteſtable and o- 
dious doe they manifeſt theinſelues: who being as 
they would be accoumted miniſters of that reconcis 
liation made betweene God & man, do either ve» 
2 te iect their miniſtery, becauſe they think it to 
baſe, and gainleſſe a calling: or els as a fartber coũ · 
tenance vnto the moſt glorious vocation vnder the 
ſunne, de e adde the ciuill magiſtracie there · vnto. 
Whereby they ſnewe themſelues indee de to haue 
made aſhamefull apoſlacie from the doctrine and 
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practiſe ofourſauioat Chriſt and his Apoſtles, The 


2. Cor. 10. 4. 3. weapons of whoſe warfare were not carnall, that 
is, not ſuch as wherwith men by an arme of fleſne, 
as by civil authority, improſonmet, &c. bring their 
matters to paſſe, but mighty in God to caſt downe 
holdes, caſting down the imaginations , and eue · 
rie high thing that is exalted againſt the knowledge 
of God, and bringing into captiuitie euery thoght 
vnto the obedience of Chriſt, Heere are the one ly. 
weapons that our Sauiour Chriſt and his Apoſtles 
vſed, and the onely weapons that are graunted vn- 
to miniſters, to oucrthrowkhe gayn · ſayer. And as 
for the civill puniſhment of the obſtinat, they mult 
commit that vnto the magiſtrate, who beareth not 


— 


| _Roma13.3.4, the ſworde in vaine. For it is he and not the mini- 


ſter of the word, whome the Lord hath appointed 
o take reuenge of him that doth euill. Now com- 
ore the dealings and practiſes of our biſhops, and 
5 what weapons they vie to encounter with thoſe 
that ſtand againſt them, and youſhall perceaue that 
they haue not onelie abuſed the force of that ſword 
(which violentlie and wrongfullye their predeceſ- 
ſors wreſted out of the maieſtratshand) to keep the 
church in bondage: but alſo that this confuſion of 
the magiſtracie & miniſterie in one perſon(though 
the furtherance of the truth were intended thetby) 
cannot ſtãd together with the ſinceritie of the goſ- 
pell: the purity whereof alſo they haue corrupted, 
in the tyrannous ſuperioritie, whiche they vſurpe 
both ouer their fellow Miniſters,and alſo ouer the 
reſte of the churche, with no leſſe breache of the 
ordinaunce of God, than the impeaching es 
Fw | er- 
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libertie of the church, 
For the firſt point, to wit, of the ſuperiority which 
they as miniſters claime ouer the church & meiſẽ- 
gers of Chriſt, it ĩs intollerable tyrannous, & dire- 
ctly againſt a plain moral act ſet down in the canon 
of the new teſtamẽt by our Sauiour Chriſt himſclf, 


The place is commonlie knowen, and hath beene 


cited for this purpoſe, I thinke by all thoſe that ever 
dealte in this cauſe, And there aroſe alſo aſtrife a- 
mong them (that is, among the diſciples ſaieth the 
text) which of them might ſeeme to bee tie grea- 
teſt, but hee ſaid vnto them, the kinges of the nati- 


Luk. 2 2. 24.25 


ons raigne ouer them, and they that beare rule o- 


ucr them, are called gracious lords, but ye ſhal not 
be ſo. In which place wee ſee the ſpirite of God by 
the mouth ofthe æternal himſelf, to haue plainly 
forbiddẽ al his miniſters, either to haue any ſupeti- 
ority & dominion ouer the church & their brethrẽ 
to rule any wiſe as Lords & princes do, or yet to be 
ſo called. Where alſo three eſpeciall & monſtrous 
corruptionsraingning in our Ll. Archb. and Bb. 
are expreſly inhibited & forbidden, Firſt, they wil 
be miniſters of the goſpell, and yet be greater then 
their brethren, & rule ouer the church. Secondly, 
they will be miniſters of the goſpell, and yet beare 


rule lyke lords. Thridlie, they wil bee miniſters of 


the goſpell, and yet called lordes. Howe ſtandeth 
this with the ommandement of our Sauiorchriſt, 
You ſhal not be ſo? That is, you my diſciples ſhal 
be ſo farre from havingany ſuperiority one ouer an 
other after my departure, and ſo far from bearing 
rule as civill Magiſtrates, Princes 5 Lordes _ 

that 
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that you ſhall not bee ſo called by any names or ty- 

tles; that do cariy with them the honor and the pre- 

heminence due vnto princes and lordes. They that 
bernre rule ouer the nations faieth our Sauiour, are 
PFucrgeta 2 called“ gracious lords, but ye ſhall not be ſo. Heere 
the kings E- we ſee plainely that hee forbiddeth his diſciples to 
br beate the name whereunto preheminence is joined 
which may further appeare, if wee conſider that in 
- forbidding them to (kutieuein)thatis, to rule lyke 
lords, he forbiddeth them alſo to be kurious)viz. 

lordcs, as farre as that name (kurios) is a title of 

worldly honor, preheminence and gouernment, & 

Combat the do farther. And no farther I ſay, becauſe the word 
. 1;.& Lkurios ) in the greeke tongue, (as alſo the word * 
e ne . (adhon] inthe hebrew, and (dominus) in latine,) 
2  * ſig nifieth a maiſter, or Sit, as well as a Lord, which 
| isproucd,lohn 12. 21 & 20,'5, where Philip the a- 
poſtle, & our Sauiour Chriſt ( ſuppoſed by Marie 
to be the gard iner) are called ( kurici) ſirs, or mai- 
ſters, In which ſence it is not forbidden vnto mini- 
ſters to be called [kurioi.] Which I adde to ſtoppe 
the vnlearned and fooliſh cavils of our aduerſaties, 
who go about to proue it as lawful for our biſhops 
to be called lords in the Engliſh tongue, which al- 
wayes are names of worldly honor and promotis, 
in our common ſpeach, as it were for them, to haue 
the former greek, hebrue, & latine names, attribu- 
ted vnto them. Whiche by the places before quo- 
ted, & to any man of vnderſtanding in the tongues 
appeareth to bee a cavill vnworthie the aunſwere. 
And that our Sauiour Chriſte forbidding his mini- 
ſters to lxurieuein q viz, to rule lyke lordes, — 
oy | eth 
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deth them alſo to be called Lords, it is moſt cleare 
in that otherwayes he ſhould open a wide dore vn- 
to the ambition and pryde, of proude and ambiti- 
ous men. Forit is a farre greater token of pride and 
ambition for a man who cannot by any right haue 
the dignitye of a lorde, to deſite the name and title 


thereof: than for him to be ſo called that is a Lord 


indeed. So that in forbidding his diſciples to (ku 
rieuein) beare rule as the lords of the nations doe, 


he forbiddeth them alſo to bee called and tearmed 


by their titles. I know what hath beene obiected by 
the Archb.vnto theſe thinges, and will againe bee 
laid, ifjt be not prevented:namely,that our Sauior 
forbiddeth tyrannouslordſhip and tyrannous bea 
ring of rule in the former place, & not juſt, vpright, 
and law full governement. Where l beſeech your 
Hh. to lend me your attention, & you ſhall ſee the 
intollerable boldnes of this man in peruerting the 
truth, ho is not aſhamed ( whẽſoeuer it may be for 
his behoofe) to teach points of doctrine meere di- 
rectly againſt the words & mind of the Lord leſus. 
I demand then of him, whether our Sauiour Chriſt 


did notin theplaceaforecited, ſoaunſwerehis di- 


ſciples in the pointe whereofthey doubted,as hee 
did fullie reſolue them? He dares not deny it lam 
ſure. For in pointes that are needfull to be knowen 
& reuealed, our Sauiour being demãded one thing 
doeth not frame his anſwere vato that whereof no 
queſtion is made, and ſo leaue his church vnſatisfi- 
ed. What was the queſtion then? Was it whether 


any of them ſnould rule lyke a tyrant? was it whe- 


ther any of them ſhould gape after promotion © no 
4 ſuch 
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- ſuch thing. For they knew well enough, that it was 


very gaialeſle for them to demaund of our ſauiour 
which of them ſhould be a tyrant? which of them 
ſhould abuſe his lau full ſuperioritie, or whiche of 


them ſhould be an ambitious prelate? they knewe 


well enough that he would allow no ſuch dominiõ 
and preheminence. Beſides, the apoſtles (we may 
well think,) were not ſo blinde, as to demand any 


ſuch queſtion of their maiſter. Nowe then they de- 


manding no ſuch thing at his handes, to hat end 


ſhould he tell them, that they ſhould not be tyran- 


nous rulers? They made no queſtion of any ſuche 
matter, & therefore a reſolution of that which they 
called not into controuerſye, was nothing to the 
purpoſe, but left them as doubiful as they were be- 


tore. Wherefore 8 are to conclude, that as the 


queſtion was concerning lawfull preheminence & 
bearing of rule, his negatiue anſwere being frained 
vnto their queſtion, denieth vnto them, not only a 
tyrannous and an ambitious prelacie, wherof they 
made no queftion, but euen that dominion & pre* 
heminence which of it ſelf is lawfull in thẽ, who by 
the ordinance of God are capable of it: to wit, in 
the civill magiſtrate. And whereas the Apoſtles 
dreaming of a worldly kingdom, mightalledge for 
themſelues, that their demand was not altogether 
without ground, becauſe they contended for no o- 
ther ſuperioꝛitie then was alle wed off, inthe rulers 
of worldlie kingdomes: our maiſter Chriſtanſwe- 
reth that obiection, and telleth them, that although 
it bee lawfull for ciuillgouernours to beare rule o · 


uer theit fellow officers and collegues, that is, ouer 


ciuill 
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ciuill magiſtrates, and althoughe it bee lawfullfor 
them to beare lordlie rule and authoritie, and to 
haue highe ſtiles and titles, yet naman; / hor thatare 
Miniſters of the Goſpell, itſhallnot bee ſo ſaieth 
he. And to perſwade them herevnto, he bringeth 
in his owneexample, who came to ſerue and not 
to beare rule in the miniſtery ofthe new teſtament. 
Making it alſo knowne vnto them, and to all his 
true miniſters , that although they were according 
vnto his example to ſerue, and not to exerciſe do- 
minion all the time of their being vpon earth in pu- 
bliſhing the goſpell, yet there was a kingdome pre. 


pared for them wherein they ſhould haue an eſpe- 


8 
Luk. 2 . 25. 2 


Verſe 29.30. 


ciall preheminence. But as for anie dominion here 


vpon earth, if they would be his true diſciples, they 
were to look for none, but to be as he was, and to 
take the Miniſterye vpon them on the ſame con- 
dition that hee did. viz. to ſerue and not to beare 
rule therein. at; 
Of all theſe things then wee doe conclude, that 
this threefold corruption of our Archb. and Bb. 
Firſt, in vſurping vpon che governement of the ci- 
vill magiſtrate : ſecondlie, in claiming vnto them- 
ſelues thoſe highe names and titles, which belong 
vnto worldly honors and promotions: laſtly in the 
lordlie preheminence and ſuperioritie, which they 
vſurpe ouer the whole body ofthe Church, within 
their dioceſe in generall, and ouer their fellow mi- 
niſters in particular, is altogether a matter to be de- 
teſted of all true chriſtians, as abhominable and o- 
dious in the preſence ofthe Lorde. And ſeeing our 
head Chriſt Ieſus granteth vnto his body this liber- 
3 tie 
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tle, that al the members thereof ſhould be ſervants 


and notlordes therein, (as he himſelf did ſerue & 
not beare rulein the kingdome of the goſpell) and 
hath giuen all true miaiſters this priuiledge, that 
none of them ſhoulderule ouer the other, it muſte 
needs be that this lordlyke gouerument which our 
biſhops arrogate vnto themſelues ouer the church 
of God and the Miniſters of it, cannot in it ſelfe, 
thoughit were never abuſed, but bee preiudiciall 
vnto the liberties of the church, and the miniſters 
thereof. 
Therefore my Ll. maintaine the Hierarchy of Bb. 
as long as you will, you vpholde thereby nothing 
els, but the tyranny and bondage of the church, to · 
gether with a chiefe and an eſpeciall portion of the 
kingdome of Antichriſt , For as this peſtilent Hie · 
rarchy hath bene proued,not to appertain vnto the 
kingdome of Chriſt: ſo your Hh. are toknow, that 
the ſame belongeth vnto no other body, then vnto 
that regiment whereof the ſonne of perdition is the 
head. For vnto the kingdome of Chriſt as you ſee, 
it doth not belong, to the kingdome of the world, 
that is, vnto the civill magiſtracie it cannot apper- 
taine, for it would bee accounted an eccleſiaſticall 
conſtitution, and not any civill regiment. To Ma- 
hometiſme, or to any other heathniſn Idolatty, it 
cannot belong, becauſe it is onely retained among 
thoſe that pretend the name of Chriſt, and are ey- 
ther the true churche in deede, or at the leaſte doe 
wrongfully retaine the name of the true churche. 
Now vnto the ttue churchit doeth not belong, as 
we haue already proued, becauſe it is a government 
"Figs | con- 


HIR MATESTIE AND THE STATE. 


cöſiſting of thoſe offices, which the head never ot- 
dained to be in the bodie, and conſiſteth of ſuche 
members, as would beare rule and not ſerue in the 
miniſterie ot the Goſpel. We muſt then place them 
in deede where of tight they ought to be, that isin 
the falle ſinagogue, which wulf arrogateth vnto 
it ſelfe, the name of the true churche of God, and 
that is in the kingdome of Antichriſte, the Pope: 
Whoſe kingdome muſt begin in the church of god 
and not among the heathen, as it was expreſly fore | 
tolde by the apoſtle Paule. Sathan therefore being 2. Theſ. i. 3. 
to lay the foundation of this antichriſtiã kingdome 
within the churche and temple of God, that hee 
might with more colour afterwardes pretend the 
name of the churche, began by little and little to 
poiſon the miniſters of the goſpell with worldlye 
promotion and ſuperiority, and ſo from ſmall be- 
ginnings brought the H ierarchye vnto that height 
ofpryde wherein wee ſee it at this day, not only in 
his own kingdom where he ruleth by his vicar the 
Pope, but euẽ among vs in the perſons of our wie- 
ked Prelates. And although Sathan was enforced 
to watche a longtime, for his opportunity, ere he 
could bring the miniſters ofthe goſpell vnto lord - 
ſhip & dominion, (for vnto the time of Pope Sil - | 
veſter Rome it ſelf was without any lordſhip atal) A5, tbe year 
yet notwithſtanding he was driuen to work that in 
the Church, before ever he could aduance the mã 
of ſin vnto the chaire ofiniquity. So that by means 
of this ſuperioritye and worldlye dominion of the 
miniſters of the word, he beganat the firſt to male 
the waye for the inbtinging of the ny ſterie of ini- 

| 4 quity. 
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2.Theſ.2.7. quitie: which as the holy ghoſt teſtiſieth, began to 


manifeſt it ſelf in the age of the apoſtles, And go- 
ing on forwarde by degrees, he ſo ſtrengthened 
theſe plants of his owne graffing, that he made thẽ 
to bee the inſtrumentes by the ſtrength and power 
whereof, he convaied the whole bodie (wvhereof 
they were the members) head and al, into the tem- 
ple of God. For in theſe wicked offices of Archb. 
and Ll. Bb. the man of ſinne firſt began to manifeſt 
Cardinals were him (elf, & now he is eſpecially vpheld through no 
drought into Other power, but through their meanes, by whom 
ine fend, alſo the whole kingdome of Idolatrie and darknes 
felcleane away vnder him is eſpecially gouerned. For the inwarde 


þ 4 | 
om ace ruhe. parts of chat kingdome, to wit, the peſtilenrerrors 


-thepompthen whereby he poyloneth the world, would eaſily wy- 


ther king dum. ther and decay, were it not that they are foſtered & 


nouriſhed by theſe ruling members of Archb. & Bb 
Who although when they were firſt brought into 
the church (being therein ordained for good pur- 
poſes as fleſh & bloud did imagine) they were not 
nor could not be diſcerned to bee members of the. 
Antichriſtian kingdome, becauſe that myſtery was 
not then made fully viſible, yet euer ſince that bo- 
die hath appeared, we know them to bee members 
thereof in ſuch ſort, as where ſoever they are main- 
tained, there the limbs and members of Antichriſt 
are countenanced and vpheld. 


But wee are notto think that Sathan, by whome 
theſe offices of Archbiſnops and L. Biſhops, were 
firſte invented, doeth at all tymes andi places vſe 
them to the one and ſelfe ſame purpoſe, hee know- 
eth full well, chat hee cannot alwayes effecte _ 

ee 
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he would do with them, and therefore hee ĩs con- 
tent, vnrill conveniencye bee offered, to beſtowe 
them as he may. But alwayes this is a ground, hee 
hath ſome ſeruice for them in all ages. At the fitſte 
planting of them, and long after that, hee did not 
vohold open Idolatry, and manifeſt apaſtacy from 
Chriſt by theit meanes, hee coulde not doe it, tho 
times woulde not ſuffer him, who thoughe other- 
wayes very corrupt, were yet far from that vile diſ- 
honour of God. Example heereof you may ſee in 
Pope Gregory the firſt ot that name, andeſpecially Anno % 
in all his predeceſſors, whoſe ſuperioritye and do- 
minion hee could not ſo haue at commandement, 
as he had the prelacy of all thoſe that followed af- 
ter him vnto this day. And yet had he his turnes to 
bring to paſſe by their ſuperiority, though the moſt 
of them were vndoubredly Gods deare children. 
For he vſed their places, as ſteps and degrees to acl- 
vance Antichriſt into his throne. Now in that king- 
dome of the man ot ſinne, ſince Rome became the 
cage of euery vncleane beaſt, and the verye recep- 
tacle of Diuels, he hath the Hierarchy at his owrie 
commandement, toaccompliſh his owne will b 
it vnto the full. So can hee not haue it in Eaglan 
at this day. The time will not ſuffer it, her Maicſty 
and our ſtate will not beare it, and yet notwithſtã · 
ding he worketh by theſe Antichriſtian offices yery | 
mightely as we ſee, in ſtaying the courſe of the got- 
pell, and the eſtabliſning of the kingdome ofdark- 
nes: though not by meanes of anye publick Idola- 
try, yet by the maintenance ofignorance & blind- 
nes, and by the oppreſſion _ church, fk 
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By And they are greatlyedeceaued who thinke the 
4 74 | members of the Antichriſtian kingdome to ſerue 
WR! the L iuell in no ſteade, when they are not joyned 
| with their head, and when he maintayneth not o- 
pen warres againſt Chriſt leſus by their meanes: It 
4 is fat otherwiſe, For hee knoweth even vnder the 
115 profeſſion of the goſpell, howe to employ them to 
his ſingular advantage, as well as in the kingdome 
of the Pope, and cuen to the ſame purpoſes verye 
doftẽ. For we know that the ſway which he beareth 
In Badilon it ſelfe, by Archb.and LI. Bb. conſiſts 
not onely in maintayning the open impieties, [do- 
latry & errors which are there held, but a great part 
of his working power in them, ſheweth it ſclte, in 
ſuppreſſing the truth, and in the tytannous vphol- 
i ding of thoſe poore ſoules in miſerable darckneſle, 
who would gladly bee at the light, were it not that 

they are kept in bondage and ſlauery, by meanes of 

his foreſaide inſtruments. The lyke vſe hath he for 
Archb. and Ll. Bb. in Englandat this daye. Where 
hee defendeth etrots, maintaineth ignorance, hin- 
dereth the truth, and oppreſſeth the church, yea & 
perſecuteth the Saintes of God to the loſſe of their 
goods, and their libertie, and euen vnto the blood 
by their power. And if he cannot as yet tread down 

the ciuil magiſtrate and erect open Idolatry by thẽ, 
it is becauſe his time is not yet come. For as I ſaid, 
hir Maieſty and our ſtate can brook no ſuch thing. 
And I doe thinłe that the men who exerciſe theſe 
SET Antichriſtian offices amongſt vs, would be hardly 
bh gotten tofforde him their help in theſe caſes. But 
when her Maieſty (whoſclyfcthe L orde continue 


vnto 
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vnto his glory, the good of his church. & hir owne 
comfort) is gone the way of all the world, & when 
our eſtate is ſome· thing more infected with popery 
then as yet it is, and fo the favorers of that Idolatry 
are crept into the ſeates of Archb. and Bb.ſee whe- 


ther theſe members will not deſire to bee ſoyned 


with their head? It cannot bee otherwiſe, For the 
Diuell by whom they were firſt inſtitured hath this 
purpoſein retayning them in the true church: that 
by their meanes when he findeth his opportunity 
he may, either bring the church, ouer whom they 
rule, from the obedience of Chriſt leſus, vnto the 
bondage and ſlauery of Antichiiſte, or els murthet 
thoſe — will not yeeld vnto that Idoll. Hee bath 
alwayes held this courſe. King Edward & Quene 
Maries dayes do teſtiſie this vnto vs. And wee may 
well thinke, that as when theſe members were firſt 
po in the church, (though the Archb.of Rome 
imſclfalongrime maintained true religion in far 
better ſtate, than the Archb. of Cant. doeth nowe) 
they never ceaſed vntill they were Joined with An- 
tichriſt their head, aud had caried the true churche 
captiue with them vntothe ſame abhomination: ſo 
now being cut off from their heade, they will not 
be quiet vntill againe they bee engraffed into their 
proper and naturall bodie. ok 
Now that they are the members of that body. & 
not ofthe kingdome of Chriſt, beſides all that hath 
bene ſpoke, this reaſon may ſerue in ſtead of many. 
Namely, that Sathan never thinketh himſelfe to 


haue fully erected Popery, vntill ſuch time as hee 


hath eſtabliſhed the Hierarchye of Lorde Biſhops. 


— — 


Compare them 
together. 


2 For 
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For whereas popery conſiſts of 2. eſpeciall pointes, 
viz. the falſe religion, and the falſe government of 
thatſinagogue, neither of thoſe partes can be awa 
where that kingdomeis compleat & abſolute. 
- | Entertaine the falſe religion of che pope , & de. 
ny the receauing of the hierarchie, ye do not fullye 
yceld vnto popery, & ſubmit your ſelues fully ynto 
the Antichriſtian kingdom. On the other ſide, ro- 
craue the religion of Chriſt together with the go. 
vernment by paſtors , doctors, elders, & deacons, 
which he hath appointed in his word, and you do 
fullye entertaine whatſoever belongeth vnto the 
kingdome of the goſpell, though you neuer know 
what the hierarchy of Bb. doth mean: which could 
not bee true, it the hierarchye belonged -vnto that 
kingdome of Chriſt. Seing then that the kingdome 
of Chriſt, and true religion may be abſolute & per- 
fecte, though the offices of LI. Archb. and Bb. bee 
not joined therevnto: and ſeeing that where theſe 
are not retayned, ſome part of Popery is wanting: 
itfolloweth that L. Archb. and Bb.docappertaine 
ynto.the regiment of the beaſt and his Idolatrie, & 
not vnto the religion and kingdome of Chriſt. The 
conſequence whereof is, that they who labour and 
ſtrjue for the maintenance of thoſe coruptions in 
our church, labour and ſtriue for the vpholding of 
a part of the kingdome of Antichriſt the pope. The 
continuance of whoſe members amongeſt vs, ſer- 
ueth to no other purpoſe, then to keepe poſſeſſion, 
vntill the head hath gotten him ſufficient force, to 
invade both the true churche of God, and the 
throue ofthe civill Magiſtrate in out kingdome. 


And 
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And ſurely if this Hierarchy , vnder whoſe winges 

Popery hath growneſofaſt within theſe 20 yeares, 
doth ſtande anye long time in England, I looke for 

no other effect to come from it but theſe two. Firſt 

a toleration for men to profeſſe popiſh Idolatry. Se- erstes 
condly, vpon the grant heerec f, l look that by little of popery. 
& litile the ſtate of her Maieſties crown (which the 
Lord forbid. )ſhould be broughtin bondage vnder 
the Antichriſtiã authority of the pope. If you graũt 
the former, the latter muſt needs follow. For let it 
once be ſene that popery hath gotten ſuch ſtrength 
among vs, that aſter 31. yearcs baniſhment, wee 
haue bene violentlic enforced & compelled to re- 
ceaue the ſame againe into out boſomes, and you 
ſhall then perceaue, that it will bee an eaſie matter 
for the Pope and his hirelings, to bring the ccowue 
of England to ſtoup vnto Antichtiſts Myter. And 
as the lykly ruine of hir Maieſties eſtate muſt needs 
enſue vpon the quiet ptoteſſion of popery, within 
any parte of her dominions: ſo out of queſtion the 
continuance of this Hierarchye will ſo inereaſe the 
nomber of Papiſts among vs, that of force (whether 
wee will or not) they will haue the libertye of their 
idolatrous conſciences in their [doll ſervice. They 
that knowe howe their nomber haue augmented 
within theſe 16. yeares in our ſtate, and how Sathan 
hath framed his inſtruments meet for this purpoſe, 
may eaſilie judge that there is ſom reaſon, why this 
feare ſhoulde bee conceaued. The members never 
thinkethem ſelues well placed, when they are not 
annexed vnto the heade. Either then remoue theſe 


mem bers, or vndoubtedly they will one day, bring 
7 3 what - 
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whatſoever is committed vnto their gouernment, 
and make theſame ſubiect & thrall vato that head, 
for the ſeruice whereot they them · ſelues were ap- 
pointed. | 55 
Where it is ſaide, that the offices of Archb. and 
Bb. cannot ſtand in the church, without the infrin- 
ging of the liberties thereof, and that they are mẽ- 
bers of the body of Antichriſt, | know it wil be ob- 
jected, that many good men (even ſince the laſt re- 
uealing of the goſpe)) ſupplied theſe places: as M. 
Cranmer, M. Hooper, M. Latimer, M. Ridley, M. 
Bale, & c. whom if we ſhould account either to be 
vſurpers ouer their fellow brethren, and the reſt of 
the church of God in their time, or to haue conti- 
nued in Antichriſtian callings, the matter will bee 
thought ſtrange, and hardly taken . Whervnto the 
anſwere is this. That for their callings, it cannot be 


denied bur they were the offices of the Antichri- 


ſtian kingdome. And for the men themſelues, they 
coulde not poſſiblye anye wayes continue in them 
without the breach ot Gods ordinance, and the im- 
peaching of the libetties of the Churche in ſome 
meaſure. For in ſome ſort they did rather beare rule 
than ſetue in the miniſtery of the goſpell. And yet 
notwithſlanding all theſe imperfections, we think 
theſe men to haue bene ſuch, as for whome we are 


to giue the Lord harty thankes (not that they were 


Ll. Biſhops, but that they faithfully labored in the 


miniſtery of the goſpell, and ſealed the ſame with 
their blood. In reſpect whereof alſo wee accounte 
their memory to be bleſſed and reverend amongſt 
poſterities. But what is all this vnto the Biſhops of 
| 0 England 
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England at this day? Are they Latimers? Are th 

Cranmers,Ridleyes, Hoopeis? Though for ſome 
cauſes I could wiſh they were, yet l thank Godfis 

my hart that they ate not. For then their Hierarchy 

would not ſo ſoone fal to the ground, as now I hope 

it will, But alas it may grieue anye chriſtian hart,to 

conſider the differences that are between theſe vp- - 

ſtart corrupt tyrantes, that nowe raigne ouer our 
church, & thoſe ancient ſincere fathers. Compare 
them together, but onelye in one pointe, and you 
| ſhall ſee how lamentablie they differ. 

Thoſe reverend men of God, M. Cranmer, M. 

Latimer, M. Hooper, &c. hauing by great ſtriuing 
recovered our church (though a dead church) out 

of the handes oftyrannous murtherers, laboured 
by all meanes poſſible to put life into it by the pre- 
ching of the word, that being aliue, & made ſtrong 
they might alſo reſtore it vnto liberty. Our Bb. on 
the other fide what do they? Sutely rather then the 
church vnder their juriſdictions ſhould recover hir 
liberty, their whole care is how they nay murther Tudgegood 
the ſame. I ſclander them not. For ratherthan theß 
will ſuffer any to bee over gods people, who do 
inſtru them in thoſe things that concerne the ly- 
berty of the church, and the tyranny of the popiſh 
governement, they will violently thruſte al ſuch » They haue 
teachers from their flocks, and place Idoles in Roppedrbe | 
theit ſtead. And whatis this els, but to murtherthe many fachful 
church, rather than it ſnoulde not bee in bondage ee 
vnto them. For they that bereaue the church of the py 


that the procfe 


word preached, take away the very life therof, The _— _ is 
words that L haue ſpoken (ſaieth our Sauiour) are ichn 6.63. 


4 % ſpirite 
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309.574. 


REFORMATION NO ENEMIE ro 
ſpirite and life, And I appeale in this place ynto the 
conſciences of our Prelatcs: whether if all the pre- 
chers in England ſought the oucrthrow of their hi- 
etarchie, they would not thruſt thẽ al out of their 
places, rather then the church ſnould be deliuered 
from their antichriſtian juriſdiction. It is plain they 
would. For B. Cooper maketh the putting downe 
of Ll. Bb. to be the plain ouei throw of the church. 
And reading is preaching ſaieth the Archb. Better | 
then for the church to ſtãd by theſe quiet reading 


murtherers, then to be overturned by ſeditious rea 
chers. The caſe theref re is manifeſt, that they loue 


our church ſo wel, as rather than they ſhoulde not 
bearerule therein, they wil ſee the hart blood of it: 
that being therby tamed, it may content it ſelf with 
any tollerable ſeruitude. Look then what differẽce 
there may be betwene deſperate muitherers, & the 
carefull phiſitions of mens ſoules, bet eene mer- 
ciles tyrants, and the pitiful fathers ot the churche. 


& the very ſame differẽce ſhal you finde, betwene 


our Antichriſtian Prelats now living and thoſe re- 
verend fachers afore- named. And that the worlde 


may ſee how theſe our tyrants have adulterated & 


corrupted religion in Engl. (within theſe 20 yeares 
eſpecially)from the pùtity, x herein it was left vnto 


us, not only in the writings of our Sauiour Chriſt & 


his apoſſles, but even in their writings, whoſe ſteps 

our Bb. beare the world in hand that they do more 

neerly follow. I meane by the favor & aſſiſtance of 

my God, to make jitknowne ere it belong ita pe- 
culiar treatiſe written for that ſpecial purpoſe. 

To returne vnto your Hh. again: you ſee by this 

1 tyme 
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tyme, how dcteſtable the offices of L. Archb, and 
Bb. are in the preſence of the Lord God: & you ſce 
that he accounteth a church government exerciſed 
by them to be accurſed before his Maie ſty, becauſe 
they are the members of àntichtiſts body, becauſe 
they beare rule lyłke Lords, & ſerue not as miniſters 
in the church. Now, do you think him & his word 
to be enemies vnto our ſtate, becauſe they ar of this 
judgement? I hope you do not. How commeth it 
then to paſſe, that you allow not vs to ſubſcribe vn- 
to that truth which the Lord doth maintaine? ls it 

becauſe c ur aſſertions ar dangerous vnto the ſtate ? 
that cannot be, vnles you account the Lord an ene- 
my therevnto: for wee affirme nothing, but that 
which he hath given vs commiſſion to vtter. Oris 
it becauſe wee behaue our ſelues ſeditiouſly in our 
me ſlage © that cannot be proued. For the men who 
are moſt ſeuerely puniſhed for favoring this cauſe, 
haue & do cary themſ:luesas peaceably, & dutiful- 
ly towardes her Matis and the ſtate, as any of their 
quality within the whole kingdom whoſoever. Ad 
mit it were otherwiſe: is it reaſon that you ſnoulde 
reiect the cauſe of God, for the faults of men? Will 
you deale vnjuſtly withthe Lord, becauſe we deale 
vndutifully with the ſtare? If we be found any wile 
guilty puniſh our miſdemenor, but gtant the cauſe. 
Ifyou yeeld not thercvnto, what do you els in lay- 
ing handes vpon vs, but manifeſt your hatred vato 
gods truth & his people, & the loue you beare vnto 
the antichriſtian hierarchy. Either then my Ll. you 
muſt needs publiſh your enimity vnto the Lord & 


his kingdome, or you can no longer men 
5 | theſe 
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theſe murthering Antichriſtian prelates, and their 

bloody train. Tue caſe of England is now become 
lamentable, when the ſtate theteofvnder the Goſ- 

pell, is ſaid any wiſe to conſiſt in theſe peſtilent cor- 

ruptions, which euer ſince they firſte ſprang'vpin 

the church of God, haue bene vntothis day, gain- 
ſliäaied by the moſt ſincete profeſſors therein. 
_ wr 43 5 The governinent of the church by biſhops, be- 
ere Bb. were Ll gan not before the yeare 607. as that reverend lear- 
— 5 4 ned man M. Bale, being a biſhop himſelfe in King 
they beg n to Edwards dapes, hath ſet down: his wordes in Fn- 
. gliſh ar theſe: From che yeare 607. the Church began to be ruled 
of Grego. the 1 by the polity and government of Biſhops* which governement wat eſ- 
Nal. ſcrip. Bryt. pecially deuiſed and invented by che monk s, &c. The teſtimony 
cent. v. cf. 73. of M. Bale is true. For in this age everye particular 
> Church, was governed by the Biſhop, the elders 
Mag.cent.s, & deacons. &c.asthe authors of the Cencuries do 
«ap. 7.col. 591. witnes. And althouęh long cre this time many bare 
the names ofarchb.& Bb.yet was not the churche 
at their commandement as it is now, neither could 

they abyde this ſuperiority which our Bb. do exer- 

Anno 674. f · ciſe one ouer an other, as it appeareth by a ſynode 
r kept heere in England , where this preheminence 
J. col. a6 as vtterly condemned. And it is here eſpecially to 
beo blerued, that in this age the name of B was c0- 
mon vnto all miniſters(corruptly called pricſts) of 
«)Greg.in Evi. the word and ſacraments. For Pope Gregory in- 
ere vaieth againſt p prieſts ofhis time, who for brybes 
b)Epiſt,57.lib did ordain biſhops: and he advyſethb Ianuarius to 
ef 56. chuſe B. where prieſts were wanting. Again, Law- 
| ©Mag-cent 7: rence archb. of Cant. anno 615, together with his 
Bal lep. Brit. fellow biſhops, that is, the pricſts of Brytain(ſaieth 
cen. 2. cap. 74. i | N Beda 
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Beda) wrote vnto the Scots. By theſe and the lyke Compare idem 
places we ſee the name biſhop to haue beene com- α&! of tho 


| name & ſuperi- 
mon vnto al the miniſters ofthe worde z00.yeares ont of R 
| 12 that Which D. 

after the ſecond Nicene Counſell, Bancroft hath 


Nou that we know the ogiginalof theſe corrup · written, term. 
tions: let vs briefly ſee how from time to time, they **3 ec 
haue bene gainſaid in the church. Fiiſt of 5 an - 
cient Btytones or Welſhmen vnto the yeate 730. 
did: altogether deteſt whatſoever Romiſh inventi- nean. 7. 
on Auguſtine the monkplired among the Sax ons . 7er Beda 
and therefore they allowed not this governement 
of biſhops. Whervpon Adelhelmus a learned weſt- OR * 
laxon, but a favorer of the regiment of Antichriſte, Bal. cen. 1. c. 76 
wrote againſt them , Secondly a ſynode helde “ in b)Anno 742. 
France vnder Carolomannus, ordained that every 3 "oe 
citic ſnold haue hir B. And Carolomannus himſelf ꝙ An⁰ . 
found fault with the pope, becauſe he ſought after Mag-cent-8. 
worldly domiai6. Not longafterhistimeIClaudt- gms dle 
us Taurinenſis an Italian B. wrote againſte the pri · dag. elt. 9: » 
macy of ppope, & rebuked him for negl-Ring his =. Eg 4 | 
owne function. In the ſynod of: Macer the civil & '5; 1. 
eccleſiaſtical callings are ſo diſtinguiſned, that one Oaaluat lie 
perſon cannot bee capable of both. Valtram B. rsd We. 
of Noremberg, wrote againſt the civil juriſdiction 247. * wi 
of the miniſtery :ſo did Sigelbert p monk. Anſelme 8) Anno 1096 
archb. s of Cant. taught that a B. ought no morę to vpon Neth -26 
intermedle with the civil ſword, than the king with 24g cl. 137. 
the eccleſiaſtical. And he decreed in ak ſynod hel d b)Anno 1106. 
at London, that no ſpiritual perſon ſhould ſit in any — : e. 
ſecular office. Wherevpon i M. Foxe demaundeth (Note. 
how Stephen Gardiner could be L. Chancelor of | 
England, & ſo we vpon the lyke grofid, wold know 
x. 


how 
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#169 buovu the archb. of Cant. can be preſidẽt of the coũ. 
10618 . 1159. ſel? To omit Otho Friſingenſis whokwas of Anſel. 
9 1 | il come to the Waldẽſes. Thei 
#3" JW 430 mus minde, we wil come to the Waladcies, Their 


M bool of mam doctrine was, that the! pope ought not to deale in 

12 pg · 233.235. Civil cauſes, and that al miniſters were of aqual au - 

FE 1 a thoritie. Heerethen the reader is to vnderſtande, 
| | — confeſſions that we hold nothing in this cauſe againſt the Bb, 


E the confefion hut that which ptrue viſible church of God, haue 
2 of the V Valden 


fo: maintained nowe for the ſpace of more then 400. 
Cal. epi. 294. Y Cares. For the Waldenſes (who yet remaine, as it 
298,andthey appcarcth by their letters to M. Caluine, & his vn · 


continue ſtil | i 
ofthis minde, to them) haue bene a true viſible chureh, theſe 430 
years. Let the B. bring but this warrant for their hi. 
crarchy, and we will yecld, 
4 Lam 3 to be ſhort, and onely to name ( not al) but the chief of 
the ages following that oppugned the corrupt ion of our B. (a) VVillia 
| ms hy Ockam and Mack [115 Pads hs greateſt lerned men of Mfr 
| 438 book of mait. Vrote againſt the civil turiſdiion of the pope . In whoſetime Philip 
ont pag. 377. the french king held a parliament, wherin(b)one of his counſellers N 
. D ved out of che Morde againſt the Biſhops, that they ought not to deale 
The L. Peter in civil cauſes. lohn Hus was burned at the coũſel of Conſtance, becaus 
de Cugni. read g other points he defended al (c) miniſter s to be of æqual authority 
the diſp. in the And lohn Clay don was burned at London the ſonie time, becauſe hee 
e ne defended a book, wherein Archb.were proved to be che ſeates of an- 
358. tichriſt. At the coũſel of Balilthe (d) Ambaſſadours of the Bohem. pro- 
1 e Anno 141 5. ved al civ il rule to be forbidden the cleargy by the « orde. M. Luthert 
2.0008 bock of wan. judgement who wat borne not many yeares after thi: counſel is ſuſſici- 
r pag. 579. ently khowne. Our owne mart\rsa+ M. Tindall, M. Barnes, M. Hoo- 
d) Anno 1432. per, haue fo ciſliked this government of Bb. as no men more. This do- 
book of mare. Arine of theirs being according vnto the worde, they ſealed with their 
pag. 669. 100d, and is now acknow!edged the doctrine of ut church, © 
634. I he concluſion of al is this: that vnies our ſtate- men wil reiect god 


and hi: word, and allow the ſpilling of the blood of his holy none 


jo | | 
+ | A 
[4 : | 


martyres: they cannot pretend vs to bee ene mies vntc the ſtare, tqͥr ſee - 
king the overthrow oft the goverrment of L. Arch and Bb. Withlal c3e 
corruption anne zed the revnto. | 

The ſecond art of this book remainerh bi hinde, which ſhalbe pub- 
liſh-d as ſoone as the Lord wil graunt me opportunitye. Ihaue beene 
enforced for ſome cauſes. to end this more abruptiʒ th-n I «ould haue 
| iſned. If thou fauoreſt thecauſe(reater)thou wilt beate with his falt, 
$15 {m8 ; li thou art an adverſary therevnto , thou wilt think too much already 
Eft f x | ſpoken, and (o my abrupt ſilence, ( compared with that 

which I haue ſpoken, ) to be no fault at all. 
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